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John My jofl Spytet An*]H^f»far Vasal) Kototoda. "My country has 
Aril k tenas rf WwiMicd and prop er t y destruction.” wrote 
3jki« Hess. .accocdto* “Wfe appal to yon as the main 

^pwte .tfwdil|)caot4o remove the obstacles standing io the way of 


guardians of wood peace Xo remove the obstacles standing io the way of 
once for Lcb an oft.^ffeag Mawcd Isradhfor the failure of various peace 
initiatives to did the' Lebanese oonffiet. "Israel hint defied the United 
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Arajb^oirelgn ministers meet Sunday 

}; 5 

TUNIS ^^ Arabl^gne foreign ministers will meet Sunday over the 
Palesnniw^uprising m the occupied territories. Arab League sources told 
Reuteis ^^nprtlay a full session would begin in the afternoon after a 
morning of a speci&t foreign ministers’ committee set up io 

January to cooWgaie a Snf^^ &ateyy on the issue. Last Thursday, the 
21 - me mb e r IcagacKWB fowEwcvd sn-monUbly session as planned.* Higb 
on the agenda of the foreign ministers' meeting will be a call for a Cull 
emergency Arab summit to discuss support for the four-month uprising. 
Algeria — a member of the Arab League committee on the uprising — 
officially requested an emergency summit March 9. The call is now 
officially supported by over half the league's membership. The question of 
when and where such a meeting could take place will be one of the main 
questions debated Sunday. The committee on the uprising will report on 
its recent tour of the five permanent members of the U.N. Security 
Council. 
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^j^nrae minister 
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J Prime 

, «na. jj. nister Zaa RftaThas received a 
an Eu^Ie from Palestine Liberation 
to ^-ganisatiOn {FJjO) Executive 
tisioij ^mVnittee Chairman Yasser 
vhicfc jafat in reply to. a cable in which 
t prime minister voiced deep 
esig3if>athy to Arafat on the death 
dIq^. hi? brother. Arafat thanked 
uefa of ■ prime minister for ins sym- 
. m^^hy and euqpiressed hope that 
nsjute struggle would be m am - 
yjjncd for the liberation of. Jem- 
i ^em-and holy places.” 

"&n-ArabTV •• ' 
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stupany to be set up 

v^HMAN (petea) — An Arab 
^ nmittee entrusted with study- 
plans for setting up a paa- 
ab company for television pro- 
P^ztion ended a two-day nwVmg 
Wednesday and approved 
1 °® “ establishment of the company 
h Amman as it&headquaners.- 
e establishment of the com- 
i y was" approved in principle ' 
the- Council of Arab Iriforma- 
.N. iyi Ministers daring a meeting in 
)\t$ ^ais last August. " f . 

su^aei makes sew 
to Norway- \ . 

\ (R) — Israel will not allow 

" ^ .inspection of heavy water 
flight secretly, from Norway for 
L ^ua2ful purposes, "a Norwegian 
^-vspdper sad Wednesday. Bat 
^ VflL Israelis are. willing to .make 
,lM [iikble another 20 tonnes for 
,V£: Section, it said. “Norway can 
■^pect this water as- much as it 
had W’. the daily AibeidefWadet 
Skirted, quoting unidentified- 
iFees. Norwav.waate toiavesti- 


ei te whether Jieavy water il sold 
i Amel in 1959'^'used to make 
. ' htdear weapons. 

ediator optimistic 
er hostages 

VERJ ' - ■“ 

ca^.IRUT (AP) — -French 
11 Mediator I-noen Bitteriin.said 
Jff^dnesday there were “en- 
dq Ci ra ging signals 1 ' that French' 
A stages held in Lebanon would 
l Spfrwd shortly. Bitteriin, a for- 
h tr'GaulIist parliament deputy 
*ixp beads a pro- Arab French 
Ttii bying group, made- the state- 
ciiTtnt after a one-hour meeting 
a4ib-Amal militia chieftain Nabifi 
ojrfEnrir who is Lebanon's justice 
be. glister. . . 

^•osipcuticHi seeks 
s^Viyears for 

amadi 

an ... 

rESSELDORF (R) — Pro- 
utors at foe trial of Lebanese- 
n Abbas Ah Hamacfi deman- 
fTl Wednesday that he be jailed 
* * II Vi years for allegedly kid- 
a .ping two West Germans and 
frugally possessing explosives... 

the second and final day ofits 
d ^iming-np, the prosecotion said 
i^ace presented at the Does- 
l-'iorf high court showed that 
,V5 “nadi — -a naturalised West 
ats Tnan — had been involved in 
•£, Acting two West Germans in 
t >f?nzt -ui January 1987 
vtf 

Kirlucri m Pakistan 

i 3 AMABAD (AP) — U.S. De- 
i- ■ Secretary Frank Carlncd 
v*ved‘iB the Pakistani capital 
inesday for talks expected to 
. is 'on Washington's military 
'Hi to the Afghan guerrillas. Car- 
i, in two days. of meetings 
i Defence. Minister Rana 
& -'em Mahmoud and other offi- 
, if./ also is expected to discuss 
(tf&ale-of F-16 fighters to PaJas- 
l^'and its request for sophisti- 
AWACS early-warning air- 
^‘f;'.’tsee page 8) 
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King, Shultz discuss 
requirements of peace 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dir ham s; Great Britain 25 pence 
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By a Jordan Times Staff* Writer 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz briefed His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday on the outcome of his latest 
round of talks with the region’s leaders. 


The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. said that the King and Shultz 
reviewed efforts for an interna- 
tional conference on the Middle 
East and the requirements for 
peace in the region. 

The meeting, held at the resi- 
dence of Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai, was attended by the prime 
minister, Royal Coon Chief Mar- 
wan A1 Qasem, Court- Minister 
Adaan Abu Odeh, Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief Field Mar- 
shal Sharif Zaid ibn Shaker and 
Foreign Minister Taher Ai Masri. 
On the U.S. ride it was attended 
by Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Murphy and senior State 
Department officials. 

It is Shultz's second visit to 
Jordan in 36 hours. He held talks 
with the King Tuesday noon and 
iater flew to Damascus where he 
.held talks with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad. 

He returned to Israel late Tues- 


day and held talks early Wednes- 
day with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and vi- 
sited Cairo and had a meeting 
with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on his way to Amman 
later in the day. 

Mubarak sounded optimistic 
after the meeting. 

”1 am still asking him to come 
again and again because, as 1 felt, 
ail the parties warned foe peace 
process to continue to reach a 
good conclusion.” Mubarak told 
reporters. 

Sbuitz, on his third mission to 
the region in five weeks, thanked 
the Egyptian leader for his sup- 
port and said he would “keep 
working at it.” 

Mubarak said the main sticking 
point was the convening of an 
international Middle East confer- 
ence. 

“The very important issue is 


the international conference. The 
other issues, 1 think, could be 
solved.” Mubarak said. 

Under the Shultz plan, un- 
veiled in late February, a non- 
binding international conference 
would lead to talks on Palestinian 
“autonomy” in the West Bank 
and Gaza, followed by Arab- 
Israeli negotiations on the “final 
status" of the territories. 

Mubarak said he hoped Sha- 
mir, who flatly opposes an inter- 
national conference, would 
change his ideas “for the sake of 
peace.'* 

Shultz, leaving Tel Aviv ear- 
lier. also obliquely chided Sha- 
mir, whom many regard as the 
major obstacle to the U.S. prop- 
osals. 

Speaking after talks with Israeli 
officials, he admitted that “differ- 
ences have not been substantially 
narrowed.” 

But he said Washington re- 
mained determined and would 
take the peace plan into “a new 
and more detailed operational 
stage.” 

Shultz met Shamir for an hour 
and a half in talks described by 
Shamir aide Avi Pazner as “very 
friendly.” The last 15 minutes of 
the session were private. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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A scene from exe r ci s e s performed by the Special madder of the Armed Forces, hands over standards 
Forces Corps (left) during a celebration Wednesday to Special Forces Corps units (Petra photo) 
and His Majesty King Hussein, the Supreme Com- 

King attends Special Forces ceremony 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein, 
the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, 
attended a ceremony to mark the 25tb anniversary 
of the Special Forces Corps. 

King Hussein heard a speech by the corps 
commander and then handed standards to newly 
formed units. 

Later the King took the salute at a passing-out 
parade and watched exercises in which the Special 


Forces displayed parachuting skills, hand fights, 
tae-kwan-do martial arts etc. The exercises also 
included a mock raid in which air-borne units took 
pan with artillery support. 

Her Royal Highness Princess Aisha, Armed 
Forces Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker and other senior officers and 
invited guests attended the exercises. 


W. Bank villagers, settlers clash; 
2 Palestinians, 1 Israeli killed 


Hijack drama drags on in Iran 


BAJKR/^-XAjgen$i^ — ’ Pros-.. Kuwaiti targets in 1983 


pftcts rof ao eariy end to the 
hijack drama involving a Kuwaiti 
airliner with about 80 people 
abMid appeared dim late Wednes- 
day with Kuwait refusing to bow 
down to the hijackers’ demands, 
according to reports from Iran. 

Iran also said Wednesday it 
might refuel the airliner which 
Arabic-speaking hijackers are 
holding at an Iranian airport. 

■ “We will provide fuel to the 
plane to avert any disaster or 
inodem," Tehran Radio quoted 
unnamed officials as saying. 

According to Reuter, as many 
as 10 men armed with pistols and 
hand grenades . commandeered 
the Kuwait Airways Boeing 747 
Tuesday on a flight from Bang- 
kok to Kuwait and forced it to fly 
to Mashhad in northern Iran. 

The hijackers, demanding the 
release of 17 Arab prisoners in 
Kuwait, earlier said they would 
fly elsewhere if negotiations in 
Iran made no progress. 

. The hijackers freed 24 women 
passengers and crew members 
early Wednesday after 20 hours 
in captivity, Tehran Radio said. 
A Jordanian man with a heart 
condition had been freed 
Tuesday. 

The Iranian news agency, 
ERNA, said die Kuwaiti govern- 
ment had rejected die demand to 
free the 17 fundamentalists jailed 
for bombing- U:S., French and 


Tehran Radio said a Kuwaiti 
team of Foreign Ministry officials 
and doctors flew into Mashhad 
airport on Wednesday afternoon 
for negotiations with the hijack- 
ers. They immediately went into 
talks with Iranian officials, it said. 

But Western diplomats in 
Kuwait said the Kuwaiti officials 
had gone to Mashhad to observe 
the situation at first hand, rather 
than to negotiate with the hi- 
jackers. 

The hijackers threatened there 
was “imminent danger” to three 
passengers who are members of 
Kuwait’s ruling Al Sabah family, 
including two women, if their 
demands were not met. 

They have been identified by 
relatives in Kuwait as two sisters 
in their early 30s, Ebtesam 
Khaled Al Sabah and Anware 
Khaled Al Sabah, and their 
brotber Fadel Khaled Al Sabah, 
described as a businessman in his 
40s. 

In Tehran, senior military 
spokesman Kamal Kharrazi told 
a news conference attended by an 
AP reporter that the “hijackers” 
identity is still not known to us. 
We only know that they speak 
Arabic and want the prisoners in 
Kuwait to be freed.” 

There was confusion over tbe 
deadline to meet the demands. 

One deadline, as reported by 
Tehran Radio, passed at 10 a.m. 


(0630 GMT), But after 'ha*. 
IRNA said the hijackers con- 
tacted the tower “to remind that 
the respite is nearing the end.” 

“Time is getting short and you 
have not done anything for us 
yet,” Tehran Radio quoted the 
hijackers as telling the control 
tower, adding: “If we do not 
come to an agreement, we will 
depart for another destination.” 

The Kuwaiti cabinet met in an 
emergency session under Crown 
Prince Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah 
Al Sabah during the night, and 
declared it would not give in to 
“blackmail." 

Britain, with 12 nationals still 
aboard the jetliner, said it would 
not put pressure on Kuwait to 
negotiate despite threats to the 
passengers. 

“We do not give in to black- 
mail- because it only leads to 
further tragedies,” Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher told repor- 
ters on tbe steps of her 10 Down- 
ing St. office. 

A physician, identified only as 
Dr. Qassem, was dispatched to 

(Continued on page 5) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian villa- 
gers clashed with a group of 
Jewish settlers who entered the 
Beita village near Nablus in tbe 
occupied West Bank and two 
Palestinians and an Israeli girl 
was killed, according to reports 
filed by news agencies quoting 
Palestinian and Israeli sources. 

Palestinians who said they wit- 
nessed the clash from a farm field 
about one kilometre from Beita 
when they saw about 30 settlers 
enter by foot from the east and sit 
by a spring. Beita is 16 kilometres 
southeast of Nablus. 

“The first man who was killed, 
Musa Saleh Abu Shamseh, was 
plowing his land,” said Moham- 


mad Abbas Aly. Abu Shamseh 
was 20. 

“When people heard the gun- 
fire, they started running jn the 
direction of the shots. When they 
beard a fanner was killed, they 
attacked the settlers with axes, 
picks and rocks. There was hand- 
to-hand fighting,” said Aly, who 
was interviewed at Nablus’ Al 
Ittihad hospital. 

Aly said the second Palesti- 
nian, Hatem Fayez Al Jabr, 22, 
was killed when he ran towards 
tbe settlers brandishing a stick. 

The Israeli army said three 
Israelis were injured along with 
two other Palestinians. 

According to reports, an Israeli 
bus passed through the area at 


Amal, Hizbollah locked 
in fierce battle in south 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Rival mili- 
tias backed by Syria and Iran 
fought fierce street battles for 
control of Sooth Lebanon for a 
second straight day Wedneday. 
Police said 12 people have been 
killed and 34 fojjnred. 

A police spokesman said Justice 
Minister Nabih Beni’s main- 
stream Amal militia deployed 
armoured personnel carriers, 
mortars and rocket-propelled gre- 
nade launchers In foe confronta- 
tion with the Iranian- backed Hiz- 
boHab (Party of God) fat 14 sooth- 


era towns and villages. 

He said Amal rnffitiamen also 
“toured the south in loudspeaker 
vans blaring warnings to Hizbol- 
lah fighters to surrender their 
weapons and avert the Mood- 


“Our main aim is security and 
stability for the sooth. Whoever 
surrenders his weapons) wiB five 
in peace,” the spokesman quoted 
Amal officials as telling Hizbollah 

militiamen. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq fires 5 missiles into Tehran 


Somalia hails improved 
relations with Ethiopia 

MOGADISHU (R) — Somalia During the latter conflict, the 
has bailed its agreement to nor- Somali armed forces backed 
malise relations with Ethiopia as ethnic Somali rebels fighting to 
a success in overcoming problems unite Ethiopia's eastern Ogaden 


inherited from colonial rule. region 
“The people of the two nations For 
can demonstrate to the rest of foe and So 
world that they can resolve their establi 
differences in a good neighbourly with dr 
spirit," state-run Radio Moga- the boi 
dishu said in a commentary prisons 
Tuesday. hostile 

Tbe radio said Sunday's agree- ence i 
ment to reestablish diplomatic affairs, 
relations with Ethiopia and de- 
militarise the frontier marked a Al 
breakthrough in tackling “a lega- 
cy of colonial rule.” The 

Somalia was formed as an inde- ordered 
pendent state in 1960 from a Wedne 
union of the former British and mediat 
I talian colonies of Somaliland, strickei 
but successive governments in Tlgray 
Mogadishu have aspired to a far- A st 
ger nation embracing all the meat’s 
Somah-speaking people of East commu 


region with Somalia. 

For the time being, Ethiopia 
and Somalia have agreed to re- 
establish diplomatic relations, 
withdraw their armed forces from 
the border by May 15, exchange 
prisoners of war and refrain from 
hostile propaganda or interfer- 
ence in each other's internal 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraqi 
gunners fired four rockets simul- 
taneously into Tehran during tbe 
morning rush hour Wednesday 
after its warplanes blasted a su- 
pertanker near an offshore tril 
complex in the central Gulf. 

Tehran's official Islamic Re- 
public News Agency (IRNA) said 
16 people were killed and 
“many” others were wounded in 
the barrage. 

IRNA said 15 other civilians 
were kflled in Iraqi air raids on six 
towns in the southeastern 
Khuzestan province. 

Tbe Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said at 9:29 a.m. (0529 GMT), 


-four missiles were fired into 
Tehran, “the nest of hypocrites 
and charlatans.” Work hours in 
Tehran usually begin at 9:00 a.m. 
(0530 GMT). 

Other casualties occurred in 
Iraqi air raids on Unimiyeh and 
Salmas in the northwest. Ham 
and Islamabad Gfaarfo in foe west 
and Dezfbl, Shush tar and Masjed 
So ley man in tbe southwest, 
IRNA said. 

I ranian Prime Minister Mir- 
Hossein Mousavi, quoted by 
Tehran Radio, contended that 
foe stepped-up Iraqi attacks were 
aimed at disrupting Iran’s par- 
liamentary elections Friday. 


“Our people consider the su- 
perpowers partners in these 
threats and crimes and will surely 
□ot leave them unanswered,” he 
said. 

It was one of foe heaviest single 
barrages on foe Iranian capital 
since the so-called “war of the 
cities” was rekindled Feb. 29. 
Since then, Iraq has been pound- 
ing foe Iranian capital with mis- 
siles, usually firing only one or 
two at a time. 

The Iraqi agency said Basra 
and the Umm Qasr port cities 
were hit with missiles and artil- 
lery during the night. It said one 
(Continued on page 5) 


the time of foe dash and was 
stoned by Palestinians. The girl 
was killed in foe ensuing gunfire. 

An army statement said two 
security guards on foe bus opened 
fire at foe stonethrowers, killing 
two Palestinians and wounding 
two others. 

It said that during tbe dash 
Palestinians grabbed the guns of 
the guards and opened fire on foe 
Israelis, killing the girl and 
wounding three others. 

Jihad Hawaii, foe Arab head 
of foe Israeli-appointed village 
council of Hawara adjacent to 
Beita, said at 10 a.m. a group of 
settlers entered tbe village of 
Beita on foot. 

He said a large number of 
Arabs from the region had 
gathered in foe village, whch had 
been declared “liberated” and 
was bedecked with tbe Palesti- 
nian flag. 

“The settlers asked foe people 
in foe village to take down foe 
Palestinian flags. So people at the 
village started throwing rocks at 
foe settlers who began to fire 
back directly into foe crowd,” 
said Hawaii. 

Hawaii, who said he was in 
Beita when foe incident took 
place, said Palestinians took ab- 
out 10 Israelis captive briefly. 
After one hour, more settlers 
came and tried to enter foe vil- 
lage, but conld not get inside. He 
said foe Israelis were released. 

Israel Radio said one Israeli 
boy disappeared from tbe bus and 
was later found in one of foe 
houses in tbe village lightly in- 
jured. 

Arab witnesses said the clash 
fasted about 90 minutes until sol- 
diers arrived and sealed foe vil- 
lage. 

Associated Press reporter 
Mary Sedor who drove to the 
village in mid-afternoon said foe 
entrance was blocked by seven 
army jeeps. She said she saw 
army am balances enter tbe vil- 
lage, a helicopter overhead and 


jymg receives 

Soviet official 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday re- 
ceived visiting Soviet- Jordanian 
Friendship Society President 
Nikolai Trubilin. who conveyed 
to him greetings of the Soviet 
leadership. 

Trubilin also paid tribute to 
Soviet-Jordanian relations and 
cooperation in various fields. 

The King voiced appreciation 
of the Soviet Union's support for 
Arab causes and discussed with 
Trubilin the role of the Soviet- 
Jordanian Friendship Society in 
further boosting and bolstering 
Jordanian-Soviet cooperation. 

The audience was attended by 
Jordanian-Soviet Friendship 
Society President Bahjat AJ 
Talhouni and Soviet Ambassador 
to Jordan Alexander Zinchuk. 

Earlier Wednesday. Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai met with Tru- 
bilin (See page 3). 

Celebrations 

The Jordanian-Soviet 
Friendship Society held a celebra- 
tion Wednesday at the Al Hus- 
sein Youth City on the occasion 
of its 20th anniversary. 

Talhouni and Trubilin ex- 
changed speeches underlining 
Jordanian-Soviet cooperation. 

Talhouni noted that the visit to 
the Soviet Unioo late last year by 
His Majesty the King had good 
results on bilateral ties and the 
Arab-Soviet dialogue held here 
last month had strengthened the 
ties of friendship between the 
Arab World and the Soviet 
Union. 

Trubilin expressed foe Soviet 
Union's satisfaction with the 
growth of Soviet-Jordanian rela- 
tions. He condemned Israeli 
attacks against Arab states and 
voiced support for the Arab call 
for an international peace confer- 
ence on foe Middle East and for 
implementation of Security 
Council Resolution S98 on tbe 
Iran-Iraq war. 


Rifai meets 
GCC chief 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Zaid Rifai met at his office 
Wednesday with Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) Secretary- 
General Abdullah Bishara who 
concluded a two-day visit to Jor- 
dan at the invitation of foe Uni- 
versity of Jordan later in the day. 

The prime minister and 
Bhishara discussed Jordanian- 
GCC cooperation and ways of 
bolstering inter-Arab relations 
and solidarity, foe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

Bishara, who later left for 
home, delivered a lecture at the 
University of Jordan’s Strategic 
Studies Centre on cooperation 
among Gulf states. He said such 
cooperation does not contradict 
with any form of unity among 
Arab states but it rather enhances 
such unity. Bishara said the 
GCC, which was formed in 1981 , 
had u nlimi ted scopes of coopera- 
tion to strengthen foe economies 
and defences of foe Gulf coun- 
tries. 

All foe Gulf states, he said, are 
determined to confront all issues 
in a collective manner and all are 


other army jeeps headed towards agreed on enhancing stability and 

security in foe Gulf region, Petra 
(Continued on page 5) reported. 


Gorbachev, Najibullah meet in Tashkent 


Aid agencies ordered 


Somali minorities live in easr- 


Tbe Ethiopian government 
ordered all foreign relief agencies 
Wednesday to withdraw im- 
mediately from the drought- 
stricken northern provinces of 
Tigray and Eritrea. 

A statement by the govern- 
ment’s relief and rehabilitation 
commission said tbe measure was 
being taken to avoid “security 
risks” to personnel working in the 


era Ethiopia, northeastern Kenya, war-torn region 


and Djibouti. 

Somalia's reluctance to recog- 
nise the boundaries imposed by 
colonial rote led to a border 
conflict with Ethiopia in 3964 and 
a full-scale war from 1977 to 
1978. ' 


The withdrawal of foreign aid 
workers from Tlgray and Eritrea, 
where over three million drought 
victims face possible starvation 
this year, follows reports of major 
rebel victories in northern 
Ethiopia over the last six weeks. 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev flew to Tas- 
hkent, foe capital of the* Soviet 
Central Asian Republic of Uzbe- 
kistan, tor a meeting with Afghan 
President Najibnllah, Moscow 
Radio reported Wednesday. 

The radio said Najibnllah ar- 
rived in Tashkent with Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze, who bad been in 
Kabul since Sunday for talks on 
ending foe nine-year-old war in 
Af ghanis tan and. a withdrawal of 
Soviet troops. 

“General secretary Mikhail 
Gorbachev has arrived in tbe 
Uzbek capital Tashkent for a 
meeting with Afghan President 
NajibuUah, Meanwhile Najibul- 
lah has also arrived in Tashkent,” 
foe radio said. It gave no details 
of their agenda. 

Gorbachev’s departure for 


Tashkent was reported earlier by 
the official news agency TASS, 
prompting immediate speculation 
that tbe trip was connected with 
efforts to work out terms for a 
Soviet pullout. 

Shevardnadze and Najibullah 
confirmed Monday that Moscow 
would withdraw its estimated 
115,000 troops supporting the 
Afghan government regardless of 
whether agreement was reached 
at U.N. -sponsored peace talks in 
Geneva. 

The talks have become bogged 
down over a U.S. demand for 
‘symmetry’ — a simultaneous halt 
to Soviet military aid to the 
Afghan government and U.S. 
arms supplies to rebels. 

The Soviet Union sent troops 
to Afghanistan in December 1979 
to prop up a weak communist 


government. Gorbachev has cal- 
led the Soviet military engage- 
ment “a bleeding wound” and 
faces domestic pressure to bring 
the troops home. 

But the Kremlin has made 
clear that the withdrawal will be 
on its own terms and is deter- 
mined to leave behind a well- 
armed government in Kabul, with 
continuing military support co- 
vered in existing agreements. 

Diplomats in Moscow said 
Gorbachev would like to begin 
pulling the troops out before his 
summit with U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan in Moscow at the 
end of May. 

Rebel leaders based in Pakis- 
tan have refused to bade any 
agreement involving foe present 
Kabul authorities and pledge to 
continue the war. 
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THs photo is taken from a fofl page a dver t is ement is the British dangers oi 

Guardian newspaper. The advertisement is sponsored by the British smokers) < 

government's Health Education Authority. It warns people of the 

April 7 is World’s 1st No Tobacco Day 


of suokbig at work and fatfomu non-smokers (passive 
of their light to dean air as gnarmteed by the law 


Kill It before it kills you 


In her second article Sana Atiyeh reports on the 
dangers of smoking and the business behind it. 


AMMAN — Today is the 
World's first No Tobacco Day. So 
here is a challenge for all those 
who are addicted to tobacco: 
Today is your chance not to light 
that cigarette, cigar or pipe. To- 
day is your chance to find out 
whether you are a slave to those 
cancer sticks or not. 

Once the smoker realises and 
understands the dangers of what 
tobacco does to one's body, it 
only makes sense not to smoke, 
according to Dr. Zuheir M alb as, 
head of the National Jordanian 
Anti-Smoking Society, (NJASS). 

"‘If a person is intelligent 
enough to value God’s gift to 
one's soul (body) and to believe 
wbat is written about the dangers, 
then there should be very little 
attempt to convince one of the 
dangers of smoking,” Malhas told 
the Jordan Times. 

Smoking is known to be a 
major cause of lung cancer and 
other lung diseases, coronary 
heart diseases, ulcers, and other 
forms of cancers. World Health 
Organisation (WHO) figures say 
that about 2.5 million people 
aroun d the. .wo rid. die each, year 
from diseases related to smoking. 

Malhas, : who himself smoked 


for 17 years, quit in 1964 after the 
relationship between smoking 
and lung cancer was discovered 
and the first American surgeon 
general report on smoking came 
out. “I saw so much misery while 
I was still training in medicine in 
the D.S. that I thought nothing is 
worth that much misery. Why 
take the risk?” Malhas said. 

The doctor believes that there 
is a very large number of habitual 
smokers in Jordan, although 
there are no recent statistics. Tbe 
last available percentage was 
obtained from a study on smok- 
ing conducted in 1982 which 
showed that 58 per cent of the 
Jordanian population — 71 per 
cent of the males and 44 per cent 
of the females — between the 
ages of 18 and 70 are habitual 
smokers. 

Cigarette companies and 
government profit 

"And who are the only ones 
who benefit from this hazardous 
and killing habit? The cigarette 
companies,'' Malhas stated. 

— La4-985-tbe-Uaked Sta t es .- th e- 


blend cigarettes abroad, finding a 
$2 billion market in the Thud 
World. 

"Over the past decades, the 
cigarette companies have dug so 
much power in the industrial and 
business world and their ramifica- 
tions are so deep-rooted that it is 
very difficult to fight them. They 
pour in billions of dollars into 
advertisement and now have the 
insolence of patronising sports 
events such as tennis, basketball 
and car races,” Malhas noted. 

In Jordan, the Ministry of 
Supply, the only suppliers of fore- 
ign cigarettes, imported and sold 
JD 1.504 million-worth of 
cigarettes from January to Octo- 
ber 1987. In 1985 die government 
lifted the ban on foreign 
cigarettes, importing JD 1.047 
milli on the first year, and JD 
1.151 million in 1986. 

However, most of the Jorda- 
nian smokers smoke locally-made 
cigarettes. Figures obtained by 
the Jordan Times show that the 
Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 
Company Limited, established in 
1931, sold JD 48.2 million worth 
of cigarettes in Jordan last year. 
Numbers show that 3.1 billion 
cigarettes were sold in 1987. An 
average of 1,000 cigarettes per 


_ world's largest tobacco exporter, ^ 
-sold aboot 100 billion American-*’ -o 


_ JEygujfes, bubh&bed-by 4hfe local 
company ■ also- show a one billion 


cigarette consumption increase 
since 1978, and a JD 35.7 million 
increase of sales during the same 
period. 

The company's report also re- 
veals that out of the JD 48.2 
million of net local sales in 1987, 
JD 38.4 million were duties paid 
to the government by the produc- 
ers: 80 per cent of their sales. 

"How could the government 
possibly pressure the local pro- 
ducers into catting down on their 
production of cigarettes when 
they make so much money out of 
it, and when they are the ones 
who import the foreign 
cigarettes?” Malhas, a former 
health minister said. 

He added that the government 
also funds 66 per cent of the cost 
of tobacco grown by farmers 
while the -company pays die rest 
of 34 per cent. 

No smoking please 

“People are free to smoke and 
destroy their own health if they 
choose, but they should not in- 
fringe their smoke on others, 
including babies if the women are 
pregnant,” Malhas noted, adding 
that smoke is “poison inhaled and 
exhaled.” He said that non-smok- 
ers have the right to have a 
healthy and dean, pollution-free 
envujpn&ehCj. ^ - * - - -- ± ■* : ■? 

A ‘fiecent finding by ah bade- - 


pendent scientific committee on 
smoking and health in Britain 
said that passive smoking, or. 
“side-stream smoking,” may 
cause several .hundred hmg can- 
cer deaths each year worldwide. 
The study said that the risk of 
passive smokers getting lung can- 
cer increases by ten to thirty per 
■ cent. 

All those non-smokers inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Tunes 
agreed that other people’s smoke 
bothers them a great deal. “1 
don’t smoke because of health 
reasons. So why should someone 
else come along and infringe 
upon my right to breathe dean 
air. rd smoke if I wanted to 
destroy my health,” Patty, an 
American, told the Jordan 
Times. 

Patty said she does not mind 
people smoking out in the open 
air because it would not affect 
her. But she, like all other non- 
smokers who spoke to the Iordan 
Times, is annoyed from smoke in 
dosed space because “I inhal e 
the smoke, it stings my eyes, and 
my dothes and my hair start to 
stink. Everytime I go home from 
the office I have to air my dothes 
out, wadi my hair and take a 
shower because I feel and smell 
disgusting,” she stressed. 

Patty pointed out that in the 
U.S. it is easier to tell others not 
to smoke if it bothers her because 
smoking has lately become less 
acceptable there. But she finds it 
difficult to make that request in 
Jordan because of cultural 
reasons. 

"In many states in the U.S. you 
can actually take legal action 
against smokers who smoke in 
non-smoking areas. Here, people 
find it rude to ask them not to 
smoke, so you have to hint by 
politely asking if yon can open 
the window or something,” she 
said. 

Patty pointed out that one of 
the reasons die never felt like 
smoking was because her mother, 
the only smoker in their family of 
ten, always smoked (and still 
does) and this bothered her like it 
bothered her sisters and brothers. 

Bat the most compelling 
reason against her not smoking is 
the number of books, pictures, 
films she had seen in elementary 
school which all showed smoking 
and non-smoking lung?. “I stiU 
have nightmares about those 
black lungs,” she confessed. 

Malhas said that the society 
plans to launch awareness cam- 
paigns against smoking in 
elementary and secondary 
schools, as well as in colleges. He 
added that these campaigns will 
also- reach the miblk'dhrougfe all 
lipfms <o| £$£& , 

slon'becausene believes that itfis- 


tbe most effective form of com- 
munication -today. 

“We have to try our best to 
prevent the initiation of smoking 
among younger people, because 
unsubstantiated observations 
show that a larger number of kids 

are beginning to smoke at an 
early age,” he said. 

What is being done to combat 
smoking in Jordan? According to 
Malhas, since 1977 the Ministry 
of Health had banned local maga- 
zines, newspapers, radio and tele- 
vision from carrying cigarette 
advertisements. “We are prob- 
ably the only Arab country that 
has enforced this regulation,” 
Malhas commented. 

He added that he would tike to 
see the government banning all 
foreign periodicals that advertise 
tobacco products from entering 
the Kingdom. Malhas added that 
Rarfio Monte Carlo's Arabic ser- 
-vicer should be jammed from the 
area because it is the only Arabic 
broadcasting station that adver- 
tises tobacco. 

“We should completely 
boycott that radio station by re- 
questing officials not to grant 
them any interviews, for exam- 
ple,” Malhas suggested. 

The doctor said that the minis- 
try has set out policies prohibiting 
smoking in public areas. The gov- 
ernment has recently launched 
the enforcement of regulations 
banning smoking in public trans- 
port and public gathering halls 
such as cinemas and theatres. 
According to the regulations, “no 
smoking” signs must Tie displayed 
in all public places and public 
transport, and those, places that 


do not abide by the regulations 
could be unbounded or closed 
down. 

: “We would like to see no 
smoking , regulations extended 
and enforced to involve all gov- 
ernment institutions and that 
non- sm <> kin g private institution 
employees start demanding of 
smokers not to smoke,” Malhas 
stressed. 

It is befieved that if smoking is 
prohibited in both government 
and private institutions, then 
tobacco addicts will eventually 
quit on their own. "If smoking 
was banned in the office and no 
one else smoked, then I would 
not smoke during the ten hours of 
work, and probably quit all 
together,” Abdul Salmn,- a heavy 
smoker told the Jordan Times. 

Another heavy smoker, 
Mohammad, had quit several 
times for several months and 
.started aga i n because he felt that 
if he did not smoke he would be 
i nhaling just as much smoke from 
others who come- to his office. 
Mohammad normally smokes 80 
per cent less when travelling in 
Europe or the U.S. because more 
and more people in the West are 
kicking the habit in response to 
no smoking campaigns. 

It is also believed that non- 
smokers will eventually demand 
from their guests not to smoke in 
their homes, instead of serving 
cigarettes out of Arabic hospi- 
tality. 

This reporter witnessed how a 
bereaved woman had set up a 
huge tray full of all types of 
cigarettes for people paying their 
respects to her husband who was. 


“ . . T 

ironically, a cancer victim. This | 
practice is common in Arab j 
homes during all occasions. j 

Malhas said that it may take 
tens of years before Jordanians : 
cut down on smoking. “The anti- . 
smoking campaign m the U.S. 
began in 1964, and only in the 
past couple of years has the fight 
against smoking become evi- 
dent,” he said; adding that physi- 
cians in Jordan must stop smok- - 
ing in order to influence their 
patients against the habit. He ; 
noted that the number of smak- 1 
ing physicians in the U.S. has J 
gone down to 10 per cent, and ] 
that is one effective and necessary J 
way to campaign against it. The j 
1982 study on smoking showed 1 
that 51 per cent of Jordanian 
physicians were smokers. 

The National Jordanian Anti- 
Smoking Society, in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Health, will 
hold a three-day pan-Arab con- : 
ference on smoking on April 11. ] 
The conference, a result of the : 
first seminar on smoking last 
year, will include participants j 
from eight different Arab couij- j 
tries. 

NJASS, a non-profit, voluntary j 
society was established in 1983 ip j 
order to spread information ab~ i 
out the harmful effects of tobacco * 
smoke and to help in various 4 
campaigns to decrease tobacco * 
consumption. The society, com- 
prised of physicians, health work- 
ers and other interested parties, 
tries to encourage smokers to 
quit and non-smokers not to : 
start. They have published anti- i 
smoking pamphlets and distri- 
buted them to. many institutions ,- .-1 



Is tobacco subsidised by the government? 


TV & RADIO 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:90 Koran 

15:30 Programme Review 

15:40 Children programmes 

17:15 French teaching programme 

18:10 Moving Camera 

!%00 Health and Life (local) 

19:40 Programme review 

2M0 News in Arabic 

20J 0 Arabic series 

21:39 Review of next week's programme 

22M Arabic film 

23:90 News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Film con td. 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 Rue Carnot 

I8i30 The Magical World of ChantaJ 

Goya 

19:80 News in French 

19:15 French Varieties 

1*30 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties 

20ri)9 News in Arabic 

20^0 Kate and Allie 

21:10 Wish Me Luck 

72M News in English 

22:20 Feature film: “Solo” — Randy 

Hamilton. Sandy Kearns 

RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. AM A 99 MHz. FM 
& partly on 9560 KHz. SW 

Tel: 774111-19 

07:00 Light Music 

07 JO Newsdesk 

08:06 Morning Show 

10:00 News Summary 

KhOS Morning Show Cooler. 

11:00 CcHinlry Musk 

11 JO Hitsville: The story of Motown 

12:00 News Summary 

12.-05 Now Music 

13:60 News Summary 

13:05 Pop Session 

14.-60 News Bulk tin 

14:10 Instrumentals 

1«0 HaDofFame 

15:60 Concert Hour 

16.-00 News Summary 

16:65 Instrumentals 

16:30 Old Favourites 

27:60 Hitsville: The story of Motown 

17:36 Good Vibrations 

18.-66 News Summary 

18:65 Our Mutual Friend 

18:30 ... Musk 


10:60 

KhOS 

11:00 

11:36 

12.-00 

12.-65 

13:60 

13:05 

14.-60 

14:10 

14i30 

15:66 

16.-00 

16:65 

16:30 

17:60 

17:38 

18.-00 

18:65 

18:30 

1*60 

1*30 

2fc00 

21.-60 

21:65 

21:55 


Newsdesk 

Date with a Star 

Evening Show 

News Summary 

Evening Show Con id. 
News Summary 


FOR FRIDAY 

JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 

programme one 

lfcOO Koran 

lfc20 Programme Review 

16i30 Rainbow Rile 

1(k50 Cartoons and ChDdrcn programme 

11:20 Religious series 

12 JO Friday's prayer 

1430 Sport magazine 

14:40 Art and Crafts 

15:25 Veogerce 

16:45 Arabic Comedy 

17:15 Believe Iiot Not 

1&65 News reports 

18:28 Viewers’ choice (Arabk) 

Ife28 Local programme 

19-39 Programme review 

20:66 News in Arabic 

2&30 A programme on the West Bank 


22:90 Evening Show Contd. 

23.-00 News Summary 

23:65 Evening Slow Contd. 

23:57 News Headlines 

24:00 Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720 > 1323 KHz 

97:99 Newsdesk 97:39 Classical Record 
Review 97:45 Reflections 97:59 Finan- 
cial News 0849 World News 08A9 24 
Honrs: News Summary 9839 Peebles* 
Choice 08*45 The World Today 99:00 
Newsdesk 0*99 Great Love Ducts 
99:40 The Farming World l(k00 Work) 
News 10d>9 24 Hours: News Summary 
10-30 Juke Box Duty Uk45 Network 
UK 11:00 World News 11:99 Reflec- 
tions 11:15 Country Style 1139 John 
Peel 1240 World News 12:09 British 
Press Review 12:15 The Work! Today 
12:30 Financial News followed by 
Sports Roundup 12^45 The Story of 
FngHsh 13.-99 News Summary followed 
by Assignment 13i30 King Street 
Junior 14:00 World News 14.-09 News 
About Britain 14:15 New Ideas 14:25 
A Letter from England 14:36 Citizens 
15:09 Radio Newsreel 15:15 Multi track 
2 15:45 Sports Round-up 16.-09 World 
News I &09 24 Hours: News Summary 
1630 Network UK lfc45 Jazz Scene 
UK 1746 Outlook, opemng with 5- 
Mmute News 17:45 Write On... I&0 9 
Radio Newsreel 18:15 The Pleasure's 
Yours 1946 World News 1999 Com- 
mentary 19=15 Assignment 19*45 The 
World today 2940 World News 2*99 
A Letter from England 29:15 Citizens 
2fc45 Sports Roundup 21.-90 Newsdesk 
2130 Discovery 22M Outlook, open- 
ing with News Summary; 22:39 Stock 
Market Report 12:45 Here's Humph! 
23:09 World News 23:99 Twenty- 
Hours: News Summary 23=90 Meridian 
24:99 News Summay followed by Talk- 
ing From... 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260 A SW 7200. 9363. 11740 . 

11925 2 nd 13210 Hz 

07.-00 News 97:19 Newsline 07:30 VQA 
Morning 6846 News 98:19 Newsline 
08130 VOA Morning 0*00 News 09:10 
Newsline 99-J9 VGA Morning 18:90 
News 18:10 Newsline 1839 Music 
USA 19*9 News 19:10 Focus 19-JO 
Special English News & Features 2646 
News 20:10 Newsline 20J0 Magazine 
Show 2146 News 1221:10 Focus 21 Jt 
Special English News & Features 223)0 
News 22:10 Newsline 22J9 Music 
USA 23:90 News ft Editorial 23:15 
Music USA Jazz 2*60 News 09:10 
Work! Report 


21:09 Arabic Series 

22.-06 Varieties 

22J9 Arabic series 

2349 News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Series contd. 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:39 French feature film 

1946 News m French 

19:15 Le magazine Sirocco 

1930 News in Hebrew 

19*45 Varieties 

2846 News hi Arabic 

2*30 Growing Pains 

21:10 Magnum 

22M News in English 

2230 Falcon Crest 

23:10 Ridunan. Poonnan 


RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. AM A 99 MHz. FM 
A partly on 9560 KHz. SW 
Td: 774111-19 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS p.m. Thursday at the American Ceo- 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Art exhibition by Mohammad 
Bouiis and Moonira A1 ThnMah at the 
Housing Bank Gallery (runs through 
April 19). 

* First School Arts Exhibition at 
Ahmad Touqan SchooL Open during 
school horns until June 1988. 

• 

ft From Gutenbuxg to Electronics Dar 
el Ttfl (until 11 April) Goethe Insti- 
tute. 

* An art exhibition by Mohammad 
Abu Zrdq at the Alia Art Gallery. 

ft Exhibition entitled “Groundwater 
and Mineral Resources in Jordan — 
examples of Jordanian-German Coop- 
eration*' at the Ministry of Energy 
(until April 15). 

ft An art exhibition by Samer Tabhaa' 
at the National Museum of Fine Arts. 

* Plastic art exhibition by students at 
the University of Jordan. 

it Exhibition of Palestinian Folklore 
and Books cm Palestine at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

it Plastic art exhibition by Dekran 
Yorgian at Plaza HoteL 

it Exhibition of photographs of Jordan 
at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition by Abdul Salam Kanaan, 
at Yarmouk University (runs through 
April 14). - 

ft Exhibition of central heating equip- 
ment by Chappee* /ideal Standard of 
Ranee. Ftoom 3 JO - 8:00 p.m. at the 
Royal Automobile Chib, (runs until 
Apcfl 9). 


WORKSHOP 


ft A specialised workshop on medical 
research, at University of Jordan Man- 
power Development Centre (runs until 
April 10). 

FEATURE FILM 


* Hannah and Her Sisters” at 7:00 


67.-60 

67:30 




11:05 

L 2.-00 

1245 

1236 


14.-60 

14:19 

1439 

1546 

1600 

1645 

1636 

1740 


1845 

1940 


..... Light Music 

Newsdesk 

Morning Show 

News Summary 

Morning Show Contd. 

News Summary 

Listeners' Choke 

News Summary 

Listeners’ Grace 

- Coentry Mask 

News Summary 

Country Mask 

News BaBetm 

Jordan Weekly 

Jordan Weekly 

In Concert 

News Summary 

Good Old Days 

Old Favourites 

In Concert 

- News Stannary 

... ............. ..m... ^Tqp X wety 

Musk 

Discovering Music 

Pep Talk 
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TRIP 


ft Friends of Archaeology has a trip to 
Jerash on Friday April S to look at the 
restoration work on the Temple of 
Zeus and the Hi pp od rome . Departure 
from Amra Hotel at 9 a.m. or meet at 
Jerash visitors centre at 10 a.m. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman lions Chk Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Lions HiWHphfa Chzb. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 730 pjn. 
rUhdc^tia Rotary Clnb. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1:30 pjn. 

Rotary Chh Meetings every Tuesday . 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00* 
p.m. 

Royal Aafiomobfle Chris. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534. 
817534. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Chord, (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Td. £24590. 

Church of the Amrandatiaa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Chord, (Roman Carbolic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 

Te , i man ta Qrnrdt (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luweibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday «t 5:30 
p.m. Td: 622366 

Cbnrd, ct the A nnunciation (Greek 

Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Angficaa Chord, (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 625383, 
chaplain's residence teL 601359. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafkh. 
Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chard, Ashra- 
fieh. TeL 775261. 

St- Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho 
doxj Ashrafiefa, Td. 771751. 

Amman InlernatfaHial Chard, (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmeisanv, Td. 
677534. 

Ew ng c iLri Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.ra. Rev. N. 
Sour. td. 811295. 


214B Jazz Hour 

2246 Rhythm and Blues 

2340 The Musical in Renew 

2440 Qose Down 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1323 KHz 

0746 Newsdesk 6736 Country Style 
■7345 Reflections 0730 Financial News 
0640 World News 6849 24 Hours. 
News Summary 830 RHiigthm Today 
6845 The World Today 0940 News- 
desk 0930 Meridian 1646 World News 
1649 24 Hours: News Summary 1036 
Write on... IWJ Seven Seas 1140 
World News 1149 Reflections 11:15 
Virtuoso 1130 Musk Now 1246 
World News 1149 British ness Re- 
view 12:15 The World Today 1230 
FmanaaJ News followed by Sports 
Roundup 1245 Cannery Row 1349 
News Summary; Juke Box Dory 13:15 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified-, 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

1630 Cairo (RJ) 

1640 Kuwait (RJ) 

10:40 Jeddah (RJ) 

1036 Dhahran (RJ) 

1045 Doha. Bahrain t RJ) 

1140 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1735 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

1940 Athens (RJ) 

19:15 London. Geneva (RJ) 

1945 Bucharest. I jmim (RJ) 

2240 Rome fRJ) 

0635 Baghdad (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


1336 Cairo (MS) 

1440 Baghdad (1AJ 

1535 Kuwait (KU) 

1646 Bahrain. Doha, Aba Dhabi (GF) 

1740 Riyadh (SVj 

28:15 Sana'a (LH) 

2030 Cairo (MS) 

21:40 Baghdad (AF) 


PRAYER TIMES 


9fcS0 Fair 

06:11 (Sunrise) Duna 

12-38 Dhuhr 

16:13 ‘Asr 

19HW Maghreb 

2fh25 -Isha 


1130 Baghdad (1A) 

1*95 Cairo (MS) 

I3cSS Abo Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

1*35 Kuwait (KU) 

lfcO0 Riyadh (SV) 

1&59 ... Amsterdam. Istanbul (KLM) 

19*25 Frankfurt (LH) 

19-J5 Cairo (MS) 

20:10 Zurich, Lamaca (SR) 

29:49 Paris (AF) 

91:90 London, Cairo (BA) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Wednesday rates 

Local seU/buy rates in fibs 

Belgian franc 95.5/ 97~ 

Don* guilder 178.2/ 181J 

French franc 58.9 1 » 

Italian lira 27/ 27.4 

Japanese yen (for 100) .... 266.2/ 271.7 

Swctfish crown 56.6 1 57.6 

Swiss banc 242.2 / 246.9 

U.K. sterling pound 626.5/ 638.7 

U.S. dollar 333.8/ 339 

W. German mark 199.9/ 203.6 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


6846 Aqaba (RJ) 

1140 Aqaba. Rome (add.) (RJ) 

1130 Bucharest (RJ) 

1140 Larnaca, Athens (RJ) 

1340 Frankfort, London (RJ) 

13:15 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

2*35 Kuwait (RJ) 

2645 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

2030 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2035 Baghdad (RJ) 

2146 Jeddah (RJ) 

2140 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RJ) 

2230 Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 
2340 Bangkok (RJ) 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be dry and hazy. Medium and 
high do lids will appear, with south- 
easterly moderate winds. In Aqaba , it 
w® he hazy, and clouds win appear at 
different altitudes. Winds will be 
northerly moderate and cafan sea. 

MinJmax. temp. 
Amman jj / jj 

MI""" 17/32 

Deserts 9/24 

Jordan Valley ” ig / 26 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 


6fc20 


Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 
Damascus. Paris (AF) 


Seven Seas 13r30 Jazz for the Asking 
1446 World News 1449 News Abort 
Britain 14:15 Talking from... 14138 
Meridian 1540 Radio Newsreel 15:15 
Europe’s World 1545 Sport* Roundup 
l&W World News 1649 24 Hours: 
News Summary 1640 John Peel 174Q 
Outlook; 3-Minute News 1745 Nature 
Notebook 1846 Radio Newsreel 18:15 
The Kingfisher — Parts 2 1946 World 
News 1949 Commentary 1% 15 Science 
in Action 1945 The World Today 
2840 World News 2649 A Letter hum 
Northern Ireland 26:15 Musk Now 
28:45 Sports Roundup 2146 Newsdesk 
21:38 Multitrack 3 2248 News Sum- 
nary; Outlook 2239 Stock Market 
Report 2245 Personal View 2346 
World News 2349 7fl Hourr. News 
Summary 2348 Science in Action 
2448 News Summary followed by 
Grand National Preview 88:15 
Europe’s World 0038 Business Mat- 
ters 8645 Augustus Cup Esq by Him- 
self 0148 World News 6149 The 


man 22, Aqaba 34. Humidity readings: 
Amman 21 per cent. Aqaba 16 per 
cent. 


World Today 01:25 A Letter from 
Northern Ireland 61 JO Financial News 
6140 Reflections 81:45 Sports Round- 
up 8248 Wodd News; Commentary 
02:15 From the Weeklies 6230 Mu! tit- 
z*&ck 3 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This Btfonnarion is supplied by Roval 
Jotdajfian (RJ) mfonnahoa depart- 
ment St the Queen Alia International 
Airport TeL (08) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

1&15 .'. Aqaba (RJ) 

IfcW AbuDhabidU) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

2 ®^3® Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman gowentorate 891228 

Amman Grvfl De f ence ......... 198.199 

Gvfl Defence Iririd .... 271293.273131 

Gv3 Defence Qoweisineb 770733 

Civil Defence DeirAfla 57306 

Ambulance 193,773111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gv3 Defence rescue 661112 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111.637777 

Police he ad qua rt ers 639141 

Traffic police 896390(1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia lad. Airport (08)53330/60 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ibrahim A] Hmeid 677436 

Dr. Nidal Maraqa 771218 

Dr. Issa Haddad 897007 

Dr. A. Azznm 81891 1 

Fins pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Ai Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy -.644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

TAXIS: 

Taialtaxi 640031 

Venice taxi ; 6445S4 

Asfourtaxi 623230 

Tamer taxi 813581 

Nabdataxi 663003 

Holiday taxi 663100 

Sayed taxi 604422 

Middle East taxi — . 604615 




HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Anm... 644281/6 
AJuteh Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

university Hospital 845645 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Afali. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 


Dr. Ahmad Beshtawi 273925 

Al Sharaa* pharmacy 275825 


ZARQA; 

Dr. Mufid Dbamra 

Khaiifeb pharmacy „ 

GENERAL 


.. 989552 
.. 965417 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Ratfio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311. 

Hotel compiainls 666412 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calk 17 

Repair service n 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper/lower price in Bk per kg. 

Apple (French) 420 / 360 

Apple (green) 470 / 400. 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukammar) 300 / 240 

Beans 440/360 

Beans (broad) 340/280 

Cabbage 180/140 

Carrot 220/ 180- 

Cauliflower (while) 210 / 160 

Cucumbers ......... 2M/3H 

Eggplant (Urge) 210 / 160 

Eggplant (small) 210/160 

Garlic (dry) 100/ 80 


10S50 mu, mi Cairo (RJ) 

lfc* Jeddah (RJ) 
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.,w, ......... Paris (RJJ 

193)5 LondoiL Frankfun (RJ) 
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■ Bangkok (RJ) 
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*- ■ 

Marrow 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) ; 

Oranges (local) 

Oranges (Shaninjouti) ....... 

Peas .... ^ ........ 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Raddish 

Spffl^Cb 

Tomatoes' 
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Hcrsseia Foamtotion (NHF) has 
decided to create an awayd to be 
xalfetf-^Otreen Noor Award for 
tbose.-rexceffing^ in writing dril- 
.dfca’s fifcga tme. ~ , ‘ 

. A NHF ^aHhwnceme nt said 
tfaat'^npois directives from Her 
Majesty Queen Noor die award 
sbcoxjd be presented to. creative 
Jordanian -writers in this field 
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FUMERA£^ : His Majesty King Hussein delegated the Mafraq 
governor to; take part in a funeral for the late Sheikh Qasem Al 
-Aitan v former member of the Upper House of Parliament for the 
Nortbcrh Badta -regions. The 'death of Aftah was earlier announced 
by the House's Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi who said the lare Mr. Ahan 
died Wednesday morning. 

CONDOLENCES: .His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday deputised the -director of -the Mafraq Goveroorate police 
department to attend the funeral of Sheikh Oasem Al Ehan and 
convey, condolences to Said Hassan tribe. 

COMPANY FOR EXPATRIATES: Minister of Labour and Soda] 
Development Rashid Ureikat Wednesday discussed with a delega- 
tion representing the Jordanian community in Kuwait the measures 
and steps for founding an investment holding company for Jordanian 
expatriates. 

SOCIAL WORKERS HONOURED: A ceremony was held at 
Ammon Hotel in Amman for honouring veteran social workers and 
to made the opening of week-long meeting to discuss social work in 
the Kingdom. Among those present were Dr, Ahmad Abou Qoura 
president of the Jordanian National Red Crescent Sodety and Dr. 
-Mohammad Sqoar, the Ministry of Social Development's secretary 
general who distributed awards to 12 veterans or representatives of 
leading, organisations specialising in the field of social work. 

ALGERIAN TEAM: Public Security Department (PSD) Director 
Lieutenant General Abdul Hadi Al Majaii Wednesday met with a 
visiting delegation representing Algerian police led by Brigadier Al 
Tayyeb Salab. 
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Palace of Culture today 


. By Jean-Claude Elias 
. Special to the Jordan Times 

% m m ^ 

AMMAN — Jordan’s very own 
popular rock. band, “Milage/* 
will give two -conceits at the 
Palace of Culture, King Hussein 
Sports- City-iri Amman; Thursday 
April 7 and Friday April 8 at 5:00 
p.m. Tickets are at 4, 3 and 2 JD. 
The event,, under the patronage 
of Her Royal Highnes Princess 
Alia, is organised- by the Haya 
Arts Centre. Proceeds wifi go lb 
the Mobile Museum: ~ ' 

Mirage is the longest estab- 
lished band in Jordan and is well 
known to the young in die conn- 
try. Radio Jordan regularly, plays 
Mirage songs and their video- 
dips have attracted Jordan Tele- 
vision viewers' attention. 

The band’s efforts are concen- 
trated on studio recording and 
public concerts. They also have 
participated in tbe very successful 
tour of the famous British group 
Furniture during their last 
appearance in Jordan, Tribute 
most be paid to Mirage for- writ- 
ing and playing exclusively origin- 
al material. 

Led by Wael Abu Nuwwar on 
vocals, guitars and keyboards, 
members are Jamal Taber on bass 
guitar, Dina Raad on vocals, 
newcomer Safouan Naser on 
drums and two friends. Said 
Bazoqa on keyboards and Imad 
Saka on lead guitar. For the two 
performances, the group has pre- 
pared songs which, as described 
by Wael, are faster and more 
dynamic than what we have been 
doing so far...” Wael and Jamal 
jointly write the music and words 
while occasionally,- Dina would 


write the words. 

Mirage is using tbe latest in 
electronic musical instruments, 
including the new Emulator sam- 
pler. Their recordings at Wad's 
studio are made on sophisticated 
multi-trade equipment which re- 
sults in. very professional produc- 
tions. 

However tbe availability of all 
these technical devices might be 
the reason which have led tbe 
band to polish tbe instrumental 
part of their performances more 
the vocal one. Still Mirage is 
progressing and gaining in 
maturity. 

The environment is an dement 
which dramatically affects music 
development. In this scope, a 
rock group living and working in 
England for instance. Stands 
much more chances at tbe start to 
deliver quality work than one 
living in the Middle East, and this 
for obvious reasons. Local groups 
have to fight harder in Jordan and 
all things considered and 
weighed. Mirage is doing great. 

Another handicap on not only 
rock- bands but on all music 
groups is the availability on the 
market of pirate copy tapes, esti- 
mated at more than 95 per cent of 
the market: Wael Abu Nuwwar 
complained about .this situation 
which prevents musicians from 
producing and selling original 
material whether on cassettes or 
other, media. 

Mirage’s future plans are a tour 
in Egypt, more videos and 
more... music. Among the band's 
achievements: In the minds of 
Jordan’s youth, Mirage is a rock 
group before being a jet fighter. 



POETRY READING: A poetry routing session wB behddat 

the Spank* Cultural Centre Saturday, AprB 9,1988. The 
the andSenoe at 5 pjn- 
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under conditions to be worked 
out by NHF,. in conjunction with 
the! Jordanian Writers Federa- 
tion. 

' Tbe announcement said that it 
is hoped that Queen Noor 
Awards -will be presented to out- 
standing writers during Jordan’s 
celebration of the Arab Child 
Day in October' 1988. 



Justice 
minister 
returns 
from talks 
in Kuwait 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Justice Ministers Council, which 
met recently in Kuwait, gave due 
attention to proposals made by 
Jordan concerning a legal study 
on the status of Jerusalem and the 
occupied Arab territories. Justice 
Minister Riad Al Shakaa said 
here Wednesday. 

The minister who was speaking 
upon his return to Amman from 
die meeting said that the proposal 
was originally made by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and the council’s genera] secre- 
tariat had been provided with 
documents collected by Jordan in 
this regard. 

Tbe council made a prelimin- 
ary study of tbe proposal and 
recommended that more docu- 
ments be gathered for a full 
study, the minister said. 

The council also endorsed a 
draft pan -Arab civil status law 
and a draft pan-Arab strategy on 
judicial affairs, Shakaa added. 

He said that die council's secre- 
tariat has been instructed to con- 
vene a seminar for Arab thinkers 
and lawmakers to discuss the 
legal status of Jerusalem and the 
occupied Arab territories, and 
Israel’s violations of international 
law and infringement of Jorda- 
nian legislations. 


Rawabdeh 

opens 

pharmacists 

conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe fourth 
Jordanian pharmacists confer- 
ence was opened in Amman 
Wednesday under the patronage 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

Delegates to the three-day 
meeting will review 24 working 
papers and research projects on 
pharmacy work, the effect of 
radiation on antiboitics, preserva- 
tion- of medicine and other reh 
fated topics;- - - 

Nearly 500 pharmacists from 
Jordan’s universities and phar- 
maceutical companies attended 
the opening session which was 
addressed by Greater Amman 
Mayor AbdtiJ Ra’ouf Al Rawab- 
deh who deputised for Prince 
Hassan. 

Rawabdeh said that pharmacy 
work is an essential and basic part 
in the process of health care in 
the country. 

Rawabdeh said there is need 
for new legislations designed to 
promote the work of pharmacists 
and protect their interests. 

He urged the Jordanian 
Pharmacists Association (JPA) to 
play an active role in this affair. 

The president of the Arab 
Pharmacists Union (APU) made 
a speech outlining the nature of 
working papers which will be 
reviewed by the participants. 


Rifai, Trubiim hold talks [Zawaideh: Jordan seeks 

AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — Prime *at Soviet- Jordanian relations " 

Minister Zaid Rifai conferred in wre being strengthened all tbe TK J.A 1 -2 A * 

his office Wednesday with the tune - thanks to the directives of ■"■ICTY*! 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai conferred in 
his office Wednesday with the 
president of the Soviet-Jordanian 
Friendship Society Nikolai Tru bi- 
ll n, who is currently on a visit to 
Jordan to take part in cclebra- 
tions marking the 20th 
anniversary for tbe establishment 
of the Jordanian-Soviet 
Friendship Society (JSFS). 

Discussion at the meeting co- 
vered Jordanian-Soviet coopera- 
tion and friendship which was 
enhanced through a visit to the 
Soviet Union by His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Trubilin later was received by 
Deputy Prime Minister Thouqan 
Hindawi in the presence of JSFS 
President Bahjat Talhouni. 

Hindawi expressed Jordan’s 
appreciation of the society's role 
in promoting Jordanian-Soviet 
relations and deepening the spirit 
of understanding among the peo- 
ples of the two countries. 

For his part Trubilin voiced his 
government's keenness on bol- 
stering Jordanian-Soviet relations 
at all levels. 

The Soviet visitor was received 
also by Foreign Minister Taher 
Al Masri for a discussion on the 
Middle East question and the 
current situation in the occupied 
Arab territories. 

Mr. Talhouni and Soviet 
Ambassador to Jordan Alexan- 
der Zinchuk were present at the 
meeting. 

Trubilin and his accompanying 
delegation were also received by 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Akef Al Fayez who said 


that Soviet-Jordanian relations 
were being strengthened all tbe 
tune, thanks to the directives of 
King Hussein and the Soviet lead- 
er Mikhail Gorbachev. 

_ Fayez voiced Jordan’s appre- 
ciation of the Soviet Union's sup- 
port of Arab causes and said that 
it is hoped Moscow will play 
farther efforts towards estab- 
lishing a durable and just peace in 
the region and in ending the Gulf 
war. 

Referring to the occupied terri- 
tories, Fayez said the current 
uprising was an expression of 
rejection by the Palestinian peo- 
ple of the Israeli occupation. 

A just and durable solution can 
come through an international 
conference attended by all con- 
cerned parties with the Soviet 
Union playing an active role. 
Fayez said. 

Referring to the Gulf conflict. 
Fayez expressed hope that U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 598 
be implemented so that peace can 
be re-established in the Gulf. 

Trubilin said that Moscow- 
is deeply satisfied with the level 
of relations and bilateral coopera- 
tion between Jordan and the 
Soviet Union. 

He said Moscow always notices 
with satisfaction Jordan's support 
for Soviet proposals on disarma- 
ment for the achievement of 
world peace. 

The Soviet Union he said con- 
demns Israel’s aggressive policies 
and its occupation of Arab land, 
and supports the idea of an inter- 
national conference for achieving 
a lasting settlement. 


NEW DELHI (Petra) — The Jordanian government 
Is pursuing all efforts to carry out bousing projects 
for needy and poor people and strives toward better 
exploitation and fairer distribution of land. Minister 
of Public Works and Housing Shafiq Zawaideh said 
here Wednesday. 


In an address to the 11th ses- 
sion of the United Nations Hu- 
man Settlements Committee 
(UNHSC) which, opened here 
Tuesday, Zawaideh said Jordan 
was basing its housing program- 
mes on benefirting low income 
families in the first place, and 
involving the largest section of 
the population in housing pro- 
jects and development in general. 

All urban regions in Jordan are 
supplied with drinking water, and 
95 per cent of the population are 
supplied with electric power, and 
most major cities have installed 
sewerage systems to drain away 
waste, Zawaideh said. 

In the past year, the govern- 
ment signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the United 


Nations Centre for Human Set- 
tlements under which the govern- 
ment will supply the centre with 
an annual financial assistance for 
its office in Amman and with 
employees and other facilities in 
return for an expansion of the 
office's technical programmes in 
Jordan and other Arab countries, 
Zawaideh noted. 

Zawaideh told the meeting that 
Jordan refuses to recognise an 
agreement concluded by Israel 
and tbe United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme on projects in 
Africa, and urges the UNHSC to 
refrain from conducting any deal- 
ings pertaining to that agreement. 

In referring to the situation in 
the occupied territories. 
Zawaideh said the Israeli author- 


ities were continuing a process of 
demolishing Arab homes and 
evicting local population from 
rheir homeland “At present 
Israeli forces are involved in atro- 
cities against the Palestinian peo- 
ple who are m rebel ■ j n against 
the occupation. 

"So far. 190 Arai - . -jzens were 
killed and more than 5.000 others 
were injured at the hands of the 
Israeli forces, and no less than 
9.000 others have been detained 
including children and women 
and old men/' the minister 
3dded. 

“Israel has so far confiscated 
more than half of the total area of 
Arab land in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip for building Jewish 
settlements.” 

Zawaideh urged the committee 
to exert efforts for ending the 
Gulf conflicts and called for an 
end to all forms of conflicts in 
other parts of the world. 

' A total of 58 countries from 
Asia. Africa, Latin America and 
a number of European nations 
are represented at the meeting. 


Hmoud meets senior Syrian officials 


Dentists conference opens 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 15th 
conference of the Arab Dentists 
Union and the 7th Jordanian De- 
ntists Conference opened at the 
Al Hussein Youth Centre in Am- 
man Wednesday under the pat- 
ronage of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh 
who deputised for the King at the 
opening ceremony outlined the 
Health Ministry's programmes in 
dental care, as pan of a campaign 
to spread and expand primary 
health care to all sectors. 

Hamzeh briefed his audience 
on tbe development of dental 
services in the Kingdom and said 
that his ministry worked out a 
plan for the coming years de- 


signed to increase the number of 
dental clinics around the country. 

Tbe Arab dentists union's pres- 
ident made a speech reviewing 
the union's activities and prog- 
rammes. stressed the importance 
of inter-Arab cooperation and 
exchange of expertise in dental 
services. 

He said that 96 participants 
from Arab and foreign countries 
will present 58 research projects 
dealing with dental care in the 
Arab World. 

The minister later presented 
the Jordanian Dentists Associa- 
tion's shield to Jordanian veteran 
dentists. 

The meetings are expected to 
last four days. 


DAMASCUS (Petra) — Minister 
of Agriculture Marwan Hmoud 
met here Wednesday with the 
Syrian People’s Council Speaker 
Abdul Qadcr Qaddoura and dis- 
cussed Arab affairs and Syrian- 
Jordanian cooperation in agri- 
cultural fields. 

Earlier Wednesday, a Jorda- 
nhtn-Syrian technical committee 
met to discuss a memorandum for 
bilateral cooperation in agricul- 
ture, agricultural research pro- 
jects mid means of achieving agri- 
cultural integration between the 
two neighbouring Arab states. 


The results of the joint commit- 
tee meeting will be submitted to 
an enlarged meeting to be held in 
Damascus Thursday and attended 
by Hmoud and bis Syrian coun- 
terpart Mohammad Ghabash. 

The two ministers had been 
bolding talks and visiting a num- 
ber of Syrian agricultural pro- 
jects. 

Their talks covered bilateral 
cooperation in agricultural pro- 
duction, increasing animal 
wealth, food industries and tbe 
development of the badia regions 


in both countries. 

The two ministers visited agri- 
cultural research stations art ; 
heard briefings on tbeir opera- 
tions. 

Hmoud was received by Syrian 
Prime Minister Mahmond Al 
Zou’bi with whom he discussed 
new trends in promoting bilateral 
cooperation. 

Hmoud and Ghabash briefed 
the prime minister on the progress 
of the Syrian-Jordanian talks on 
promoting cooperation in agri- 
cultural-related fields. 


South Shuneh prepares sites for parks 


SOUTH SHUNEH (Petra, J.T.) 
— The local authorities here have 
decided on two sites where public 
parks will be set up for the benefit 
of vacationers daring winter 
season. 

The announcement, made fol- 
lowing a meeting held at the 
district governor’s bouse here, 
said that concerned parties have 


been instructed to finalise 
arrangements for work to start at 
the two sites which will be pro- 
vided with running water, elec- 
tricity and other basic services. 

Those attending the meeting 
grouped representatives of the 
Ministry of Tourism, the Depart- 
ment of Public Works in Baiqa 
Gove mo rate and the Jordan Val- 


ley Authority (JVA). 

The decision follows reports by 
special committees about the 
prospect of developing the 
valley region in general, and the 
South Shuneh area in particular. 

Tbe reports were submitted to 
Her Majesty Queen Noor who, in 
January, paid visits to the region 


hashish traders 


Y armoiik launches anti-smoking campaign 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Police 
have foiled two attempts to traffic 
115 kilogrammes of hashish 
stored in a number of hiding 
places in the Kingdom, and 
apprehended those in charge of 
the two operations, according to 
an announcement by the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Wednesday. 

Tbe announcement, released 
by the PSD’s anti-narco tics chief, 
said that his department had been 
tipped about amounts of hashish 
that had been hidden in a number 
of regions around the country in 
preparation for peddling the illicit 
goods here and abroad. 

Tbe police busted two separate 
attempts to traffic the hashish 
nearly two weeks ago, seizing 73 
kilogrammes in tbe first move, 
and 42 kilos in the second and 


arresting all the smugglers in- 
volved in the two operations, the 
anti-narcotics chief explained. 

He said that the apprehended 
smugglers were Jordanians and 
Syrians. 

He said that anti-narcotics 
teams earlier seized an additional 
10 kilogrammes of hashish in 
Amman in four separate cases 
and apprehended all 12 people of 
Jordanian and other nationalities 
involved in the operations. 

Last month the anti-narcotics 
department arrested four drug 
smugglers and seized heroin 
worth S600,000 in what was de- 
scribed as tbe largest shipment 
ever seen in the Kingdom for 18 
years. 

The heroin operation, in which 
six kilogrammes of the drug was 
seized involved two Jordanians 


IRfiED (J.T.) — An anti -smoking 
campaign will be launched at 
Yarmouk University on the occa- 
sion of the international day for 
the fight against smoking which is 
celebrated worldwide on April 7. 

The Department of Journalism 
and Mass Communication is 
spearheading the effort which 
consists mainly of a media cam , 
paign aimed at acquainting smok- 
ers of die health, social and eco- 
nomic dangers of smoking. 1 

According to the campaign 
spokesman, the campaign took 
place during Tuesday and 
Wednesday April 5, 6 when the 
university was in session and fea- 
tured a wall display of posters, a 
mini-race, a lecture about the 
health hazards of smoking and 
the distribution of smoking-re- 
lated messages in leaflets and 


brochures. 

The posters which were dis- 
played throughout the campus 
contained especially-designed 
messages directed at university 
students warning about the 
adverse effects of smoking tobac- 
co on health. Students have long 
been considered among the 
heaviest smoking segments of 
society by local health students. 

In addition, there are messages 
directed at the campus' non- 
smokers and are aimed at ac- 
quainting them with certain legal 
provisions which protect non- 
smokers in Jordan. 

Specifically, they refer to Arti- 
cle 3 of the law for the protection 
of public health which grants non- 
smokers the right to demand a 
non-smoking area in public 


places. 

The campaign spokesman said 
the campaign hopes that pub! . 
awareness of this issue will lead to 
pressure on health and legal au- 
thorities to implement such law. 

Materia] for tbe campaign was 
prepared by journalism majors in 
the university and is based on 
interviews with physicians, health 
officials and smokers, as well as 
available literature on the sub 
ject. 

The Ministry of Health has also 
provided posters and slogans 
which were used in previous cam- 
paign as well as World Health 
Organisation (WHO) publica- 
tions- 

Finally, smoking cessation clas- 
ses will be held in the university 
to aid smokers in kicking off the 
habit. 
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Win A Prize!! 

3 prizes will be given for each competition 

f jv) The dragon is very happy when he stops smoking cigarettes he breathes 

J fresh clean air and feels fit and healthy but when he smokes he feels very 

I f unwell. Smoking makes him smell horrible, he coughs, splutters and feels 

f J sick. What colours do you think the dragon is when he smokes and when he 

/ stops smoking? x"" — 

/ We (the newspaper editorial staff) are asking children up to 1 5 to C. (/ ✓ 

participate in our competition. The competition is for two age groups. \ / 

*\ t) for those up to 1 0 years of age. and 2) for those aged n -1 5 years. All \ \ I 

\ entries must give the dragon a name ' 1 1 I 

4nL f Competition 1: Children up to 10 years of age ^ / J ( 
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AND A WORD TO PARENTS 
If you want to give up smoking for 
your own health and that of your 
family — visit your doctor 
— HE CAN HELP YOU. 


Prizes to be won for both Competitions: — 
1st Prize: JD15 
2nd Prize: JD 10 
3rd Prize: JD 5 

PA017JWGMO 


1 . Colour in the dragon. The first picture shows the dragon 
when he does not smoke cigarettes, what colour do you 
think he is? 

2 . The second picture shows him when he does smoke — 
what colour do you think he is now? 

Colour the dragon using coloured pencils or crayons. 

Competition 2: Children 1 tto 15 years of age 

Write hi not more than 15 words why you think smoking is harmful. 


All Children MUST name the dragon 

What do YOU think the dragon's name is? 


Name 

Address 


CLOSING DATE: ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
20 APRIL 1988 

SEND YOUR ENTRY TO: 

JORDAN TIMES. EDITOR. PO BOX 6710. AMMAN, JORDAN 

Sponsored by: Tbe Jordan Times. Tbe National Jordanian Ami-Smoking 
Society, and Smith Kline & French Laboratories Ltd., as a medical 
educational advertisement. The competition will be judged by a 
panel consisting of a representative of the Jordan Tunes, the National 
Jordanian Anti-Smoking Society and Smith Kline & French Laboratories 
Ltd. The judges' decisions are final. 
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An honourable game 

IT’s springtime, and the sounds of baseball are in the air. 
Even in Amman, baseball gloves are brought out, oiled, 
and broken in again, as players prepare for another 
season of the great American pastime. Of all the 
wonderful things that America has given the world, we 
rank baseball high on the list, along with habeus corpus, 
the Bill of Rights and cheesecake. 

The essential beauty of baseball is its extraordinary 
fairness, balance and equity. It grants every player, and 
both teams, precisely equal opportunities, at bat and in 
the field. It allows players, teams, coaches and managers 
a variety of mechanisms to compensate for an unbalance 
in individual strengths among players of the opposing 
team. A small or light player compensates by astute 
fielding. A weak hitter may be a speedy base stealer. A 
poor fielder may be a superb pitcher. And an average 
athlete may be a skilled strategist. 

The great equalising factor is the fact that both sides 
end up having the same opportunity, at bat and in the 
field. Baseball is the only field game that could, in theory, 
go on indefinitely, as it observes no formal time limits. No 
matter how large a lead one team may have over another, 
each team always has its last chance at bat. In theory, no 
lead or advantage is insurmountable. The assumption of 
equal opportunity, and equal rights, is what makes 
baseball such a fine endeavour, and such an appropriate 
symbol of all that is honourable in the American way of 
life. 

It may seem strange to dwell on the qualities of baseball 
at a time when the world is preoccupied with so many 
pressing issues and conflicts. But then, we think what the 
world needs is more baseball, or at least an attitude to 
problem-solving and conflict-resolution that is in har- 
mony with the fundamental equity and balance of the 
principles of baseball. And that is why the heart is 
receptive, and the mind gladdens, when the weather 
turns warm, the air is filled with the noise of the crack of 
the bat, and the umpire cries “play ball!”. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AlRa’i: U.S. unlimited support for Israel 

SINCE his arrival in Israel at the start of a new tour of the Middle 
East, U.S. Secretary of State George Shuitz has reiterated that the 
U.S. which has been supplying Israel with unlimited financial and 
economic and military help' will continue to do that in the future. 
Shultz was careful to note that U.S. help to Israel is not connected in 
any way with the Jewish state’s position with regard to the situation in 
the Middle East, nor will it be affected by any way should Israel 
continue to maintain its present position. This means that U.S. 
unlimited help will never stop even if Israel maintained its expansion- 
ist policies and continued to disregard the world community's 
resolutions. Thus the U.S. showed beyond doubt that the American 
administration will not only desist from exerting any pressure on 
Israel to make it change its intransigent position, but will also provide 
the Jewish state with all means to bolster its temptation of rejecting 
peace. We are disappointed with the U.S. which does not only refuse 
to put any pressure to end Israel's occupation and aggression, but 
because Washington seems to be determined to provide Israel with 
the means that enable it to maintain its aggressive policies on the 
Arabs in total defiance of international principles. We are also 
disappointed to hear Shultz announce that Israel was besieged by 
enemies because Shultz pretends to forget that it was Israel which 
usurped Arab land and stole Arab people's property. It is as if 
describing Israel as a pirate stealing a ship and later finding itself 
surrounded by the ship's lawful owners who Shultz describe as 
enemies and bave no right to reclaim their own property. 

Al Dustour: Shultz hears Jordan’s firm stand 

KING Hussein reiterated to U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 
Jordan’s firm position with regard to the situation in the Middle East 
and this country’s demand of a just and durable settlement to the 
Arab-Israeii conflict. The King also reiterated Jordan’s adherence to 
the idea of an international conference which can establish peace, an 
idea backed by all the Arab countries at their summit meeting in 
Amman last November. This idea has been supported by a majority 
of nations except Israel and the United States which had been 
hesitant to give its open and frank views about such a conference. 
The U.S. hesitation gave Israel sufficient encouragement to oppose 
the idea and to confront the will of the international community. This 
American stand continues to pave the way for Israel to maintain its 
aggression and its occupation of Arab land. Jordan, backed by the 
Arab countries, will continue to adhere to its just and firm position 
and will continue to demand that justice be done. We want the 
United States to muster enough courage and exert pressure on Israel 
to change its aggressive policies. Israel, as is dear to all, is pushing 
the U.S. into a difficult position where by it is losing all credibility, 
and at the same time, exposing its own interests is the Middle East to 
real danger. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Is peace mission failing? 

IT has become clear now that Israel’s obstinate position has rendered 
the new U.S. proposal completely useless and void of all meaning. By 
refusing the American proposals Israel is trying to stall for rime and 
to force the U.S. to withdraw its initiative and at the same time end 
the Palestinian people's uprising. U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz is now aware of the positions of all the parties to the 
Arab- Israeli conflict, but he Opted to kill his own initiative by 
supporting Israel’s rejectionist stand. The Arabs have done their best 
to convince the United States of their right demands and to make it 
dear that they really seek peace based on justice and want a 
comprehensive settlement. The Arabs told Shultz that peace in this 
region can only be established through an international conference 
with full powers to bring the conflict to an end. The Israelis, blinded 
by their military power supplied to them by the United States, and 
encouraged in their aggression by continued U.S. support at 
international forums, has shown further arrogance and expressed 
total rejection of the idea of peace. 


The anatomy of government 
spending: The modes of finance 

By Nayef S. Zubi 


OPEN FORUM 


HERE, a critical review of the specifics of the recently announced 
government spending programme will be presented. I will address 
the modes of financing in this article, while the economic impact of 
the different components of the government spending programme 
will follow in a subsequent article. 

The modes of financing 

Governments can finance economic activities by increasing taxes, 
issuing more debt, or simply printing more money. In the case of 
Jordan, a highly volatile foreign aid supplements the above- 
mentioned financing modes. A dwindling foreign and Arab aid 
simply puts more pressure on local means of finance. 

The unpopularity of explicit taxes has usually pushed govern- 
ments to rely on implicit taxes, on debt financing, and, in the case 
of reckless governments, on the money printing press. 

The government in Jordan intends to finance 20 per cent of its 
spending — JD 125 million — by borrowing from the Social 
Security Fund (SSF). The other 80 per cent will be financed from 
the 1986-1990 five-year plan budget. 

Borrowing from SSF 

In borrowing from the Social Security Fund, the government has 
effectively issued new claims over already existing ones. The soda! 
security system is in itself no more than a form of public debt. The 
difference in comparison with other forms of public debt is a slight 
degree of uncertainty arising from the uncertain fives of potential 
retirees. This mode of financing is amply deferring the tax burden 
into the future — be it a crude inflation tax, or an explicit or implicit 
tax. That is so because the government should service its debt, not 
from a tooth fairy, but from the economy's real resources. 

In establishing the social security system, the government has 
already issued claims to provide future retirees their due benefits. 
The social security funds, as well as the discounted future social 
security taxes, should equal the discounted cash flows of future 
benefits — all in expected terms — to have a sound social security 
system. We owe it to ourselves that that type of argument does not 
make much sense. The funds are borrowed at the expense of their 
best alternative. 

While nothing is fundamentally wrong in issuing debt claims to 
finance a project, the borrowing rates should reflect the current 
best alternative of borrowed funds. In the jargon of business 
finance, those rates on borrowed funds should reflect the riskiness 
of the project to be financed, and these are market-determined 
variables. Also implicit in borrowing funds to finance a project is 
that the project should cover up the cost of borrowed capital. That 
obviously does not apply in the case of the JD 25 million borrowed 
funds. One, however, would like to assume that the nine per cent to 
be paid by the government on those funds actually reflect the fund’s 
best alternative. Other special consideration of this mode of 
financing include: 

Fust, the decision to lend social security funds should be far and 
foremost an investment portfolio decision. In die jargon of business 
finance , the objective should be to attain an efficient investment 


portfolio. That is, for given risks, it maximises return, and for a 
given return, it minimises risk exposure. 

Second, government borrowing from the social security funds, in 
a wen-functioning credit market, will amply limit funds to private 
projects. It will crowd out worthwhile private investments in favour 
of low return public investments and a variety of wasteful 
government programmes. 

Third, a subtle problem of the social security system, in 
comparison to a privately-run investment fund, ties in the incentive 
structure in both cases. While the negative implications of the 
de facto separation between management and control in business 
corporations on the welfare of corporate shareholders is a subject 
of controversy, they are more acute for publicly-held organisations. 
There is simply no accountability for bad investment decisions in 
publidy-managed investment funds, especially when managers 
know that baffling out is always there. Why look for examples, the 
bail-oat of bad investment decisions is an integral part of the 
government spending programme. 

More to the above, there is no way to control the bureaucrats 
running the public funds in the same way the business finance 
literature suggests regarding business managers, namely: The 
market for managers disciplines their behaviour. Take, for exam- 
ple, the claimants to social security funds. They simply have no 
control over the management behaviour. A solution should tie the 
management compensation to the fund's performance relative to an 
average investment index. 

Funding from toe 5-year plan budget 

The other 80 per Gent of the government mending programme — 
JD 100 milli on — mil be funded from the 1986-1990 five-year plan 
budget. Even if the JD total amount of the five-year budget is to be 
constant, the present value of the five-year plan is now higher than 
otherwise it would be. This simply translates that more resources 
are needed. A simple example illustrates the point. Assume for a 
moment that JD 1,000 million, with JD 200 million, each year were 
allocated initially over the next five years. If now the government 
decides to spend JD 250 million in the first two years, JD 166 
million, JD 166 million, and JD 168 milli on in tbe last three years, 
thus leaving the total budget constant, then it is simple to show that 
the present value of the initial budget outlay stream of JD 200, 200, 
200, 200, and 200 million is smaller than that of JD 250, 250, 166, 
166, 168 million unless the social discount factor or interest rate is 
Zero. 

The point I am trying to make here is that if the government 
intends to keep the JD amount of the budget constant, then 
spending more now compared to later would entail extracting more 
resources, which would eventually come through either higher 
taxes or higher public debt. Another important point, I do not see 
why more government prime pumping of the economy need to have 
substantially different implications to an already existing five-year 
budget. Adding more accounting gimmicks does not change what is 
fundamentally an economic problem. 


‘Americans should not urge Israel to explore the dark horizon’ 

Always there, why not now? 


By Abba Eban 

PROPOSALS for international 
conferences to discuss the Middle 
East were always accepted by 
Israeli governments in the past. 
Why not now? 

At Rhodes in 1949, four con- 
ferences resulted in general 
armistice agreements that legiti- 
mised Israel's pre-1967 bound- 
aries. In Lausanne, later that year 
a peace conference collapsed 
without detriment to Israel. In 
March 1968, Israel accepted, and 
tbe Arab states refused, an invita- 
tion by a United Nations 
mediator, Gunnar Jarring, to 
hold “conferences'* in New York 
for implementing Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 242. 

In December 1973, an interna- 
tional conference under Amer- 
ican-Soviet auspices enabled 
Henry A. Kissinger to negotiate 
disengagement agreements be- 
tween Israel, Egypt and Syria. 
These were crucial for Israel. The 
alternative would have been the 
renewal of war between vast 
Israeli, Egyptian and Syrian 
forces, which stood in dangerous 
proximity, against a background 
of recent Soviet threats of in- 
tervention, an American nuclear 
alert and the paralysis of the 
Israeli economy through mobi- 
lisation. 

In October 1977, the Begin 
administration agreed to another 
conference under United Statesr 


Soviet -auspices -that was to 
negotiate ycith'- a- Jordanian- 
Palestiniah delegation on the fu- 
ture of tbe West Bank and Gaza. 
The voyage of Egypt’s president, 
Anwar Sadat, to Jerusalem su- 
perseded this agreement. 

We can thus divide previous 
international conferences in our 
region between those that 
brought Israel great benefit and 
those that did us no h arm . Succes- 
sive Israeli governments have 
understood that procedural 
frameworks have little effect on 
the eventual outcome, provided 
the participants know what they 
can accept and what they must 
refuse. 

If states have often preferred to 
negotiate in improvised confer- 
ences rather than in the United 
Nations, it is precisely because 
the conference method is less 
committal. Security Council 
meetings, which Israel attends, 
without hesitation, have a theore- 
tical power of coercion and a 
punitive capacity. An interna- 
tional conference has none of 
these potentially rigorous attri- 
butes. 

Moreover, Secretary of State 
George P- Shultz has offered 
Israel the kind of imaginative and 
detailed protection that none of 
bis predecessors ever envisaged. 
Israel would enter a conference 
with uncertain expectations of 
success but with close to zero risk 
of serious harm. The idea that the 


- United States and Israel, the 

- most influential superpower and 
the strongest military power in 
the region, would be isolated in a 
conference is absurd. If the Un- 
ited States and Israel are 
together, the other participants 
will be subsidiary. 

It is bizarre to watch eminent 
American commentators with an 
ardent, if volatile, record of 
friendship for Israel criticising 
Shultz’s plan in apocalyptic 
terms. Their strident warnings 
take account neither of Israel’s 
preponderant military power nor 
of the fact that Israel holds all tbe 
world records for rejecting prop- 
osals that conflict with its in- 
terests. 

Israel has a long experience of 
resisting the designs of its ene- 
mies. Reacting to the counsels of 
well-meaning friends is a more 
delicate art. In the past few years 
we have received the following 
items of friendly advice: attack 
Syrian forces in the Bekaa Valley 
(“give Assad a bloody nose”); 
avoid leaving Lebanon without 
“finishing off the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation”; maintain 
permanent control of an alien- 
ated foreign population; dose the 
occupied territories permanently 
to the international media; and 
now reject the only available 
method of negotiating with our 
immediate neighbours to end 
what Shultz has rightly called “an 
untenable and unacceptable sta- 
tus quo.” 

If Israel had accepted all these 


friendly incitements to militance 
in recent years, we would have 
-filled many Israeli graveyards and 
hospitals with nothing to show 
except an, enhanced reputation 
for muscularity. To say that an 
international conference requires 
careful preparation is to say tbe 
obvious. (I would have preferred 
to follow tbe procedures and 
composition of the 1973 Geneva 
conference with American and 
Soviet leadership alone). But to 
speak of “mortal danger,” “disas- 
ter,” “Munich,” “the conversion 
of Tel Aviv to Arafatsville”’ and 
“a whetted knife” is pure hyster- 
ia. Israel is not ennobled by such 
exaggerated concern. 

The worst aspect of the cam- 
paign against tire Shultz initiative is 
that it enumerates all the imagin- 
ary dangers of accepting the in- 
itiative while saying nothing ab- 
out the real dangers of rejecting 
it. Do they not realise that the 
collapse of the Shultz approach 
could make 1988 a tragic year for 
Israel, possibly dividing the coun- 
try, escalating the violence in the 
occupied territories, dragging 
down the economy, eroding 
Israel’s international relations 
and, at the end, threatening war 
with a united Arab coalition? 

Israel’s friends in America, 
who are far from this tragic are- 
na, should consult their conscien- 
ce very sharply before they urge 
Israel to explore the dark horizon 
of rejectionism — The New York 
Times. 


Stepping on many toes 


IT tom. Out Ox august both of tix Assooulio B ot Brit&Tnn* 
Agents (ABTA) are going ahead with tbor plans to hold t&ar 
annul convention in Jerusalem later this je® - - . . . 

Despite dissenting voices from amongst its members, ASIA 

seem hdeto on fuming the guorertHal British stiff 

that..., at the expense of yet another proverbial British trust, that 
"'(SaSSL ctmtnd with Ik view dm, U* <*>*** 

sbooM n& concent British travel agents, tmt with tbelrtleterinina- 

tion to meet In Jerusalem, ABTA arc stepping ona totoftoes , $ ***£ 
of fW in their own country. Let ns not forget, that the 
often-quoted U.N. Besohsdion 242 was engineered to a great extent 
br Lord Caradon. The British government have never recognised 
tbe mmexathm of Jerusalem. Whether they Wee it or not, ABTA s 
decision has pofftical Intonations and consequences. ^ 

By their action, ABTA are helping to on damme worldwide 
efforts (yes, British os weB) to pat an end to the misery of the 
Palestinians. Tourism is considered as one of toe mo sten eetive 
means of spreading understanding and love among tbe peoples of 
this world, and taking sides is certainty not kosher. - 
Omfr* it be that ABTA have not beard that Jerusalem has gone 

hack to tbe Stone Age? 

Mimir Y. Nassar 


The future of Israel 


By Anthony Lewis 

They are like grasshoppers com- 
pared to us. — Prime Minister 
Yitzhak. Shamir, speaking in (be 
West Bank on March 31. 

BOSTON — For two millen- 
niums Jews in tbe diaspora cele- 
brated Passover with the dream 
of reclaiming their country: Next 
year in Jerusalem. Forty years 
ago that dream of a reborn Jewish 
state came true. 

This year the celebration of 
Passover was douded by a new 
reality, or one newly perceived. 
Another people also have dreams 
and roots in what was ancient 
Palestine. They are struggling, as 
Jem struggled, for statehood on 
a piece of that land. And now tbe 
authorities of the Jewish state are 
attempting to crush them, as 
Prime Minister Shamir said, “like 
grasshoppers.” 

The Palestinians were tike Ban- 
quo’s ghost at our seder table, 
and I imagine at many -others.' 
Tbe reason was not just sympathy 
for other human beings with emo- 
tions so familiar and understand- 
able. It was that tbe attempt to 
crush their dream is darkening 
tiie dream of Israel reborn. 

In toe last four months 122 
Palestinians protesting Israel’s 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza have been shot or beaten to 
death. One Israeli soldier has 
been killed. 

At first toe killing of one or two 
protesters was shocking. Now the 
toll of Palestinian deaths goes on, 
day after day: Nine in the week 
leading up to Passover and Eas- 
ter. And there is no end in sight. 

The tactics used by Israel to 
repress tbe protests have gone 
well beyond dubs and tear gas 
and guns. In recent days the 
occupation authorities have taken 
these steps, among others: 

• Detained more than 3,000 
Palestinians without charges or 
trials. 

* Shut down the Palestine 
Press Service, a news agency re- 
garded by correspondents in 
Israel as highly reliable and well 
informed. The authorities said 
they did so to maintain “public 
order." Evidently the service was 
giving too accurate a picture of 
reality In the occupied territory. 

• Banned foreign and Israeli 
reporters from the occupied terri- 
tories for days, and excluded 
them from many parts of toe 
territories at other times. 

* Cut off all telephone calls to 


and from the West Bank and 
Gaza for a period. 

• Imposed a 24-hour curfew on 
the 650,000 residents of Gaza for 
several days, forcing them -to stay, 
in their homes. 

Israel resents comparisons to 
South Africa, and the two 
societies are indeed vety. diffe- 
rent. But many of toe tactics 
being used now by toe occupation 
authorities are Tight our of tbe 
South African book: Mass deten- 
tions without trial, isolating resis- 
tant populations, banning the 
press. ~ 1 ' ■' 

And what we see is not limited 
to now: To ibis year. It . is the 
future — if Yitzhak Shamir's re- 
fusal to withdraw from toe occu- 
pied territories remains toe poticy 
of Israel. Tbe price of occupation 
is going to be repression forever. 

At Passover 1988, -afi who do 
not deny reality knowtoat this is 
a time of choice for Israel, and for 
its friends everywhere. In me 
future lies equivalent of Belfast: 
Palestinian .protests,; stories -and 
Molotov cocktails, met by Israel's 
overwhelming military' force but 
never ending. The other way ties 
political compromise. 

At toe heart of the choice is a 
simple question: Arq.Jews ready 
to accept Palestinians as a people 
with their own claim to nation- 
hood? For decades Arabs would 
not accept Jews as such a people. 
Now, as they yield to the reality 
of Israel, the question is turned 
around. 

A noted Palestinian intellec- 
tual, Watid Khalidi, puts toe issue 
in eloquent human perspective in 
an article just published in Fore- 
ign Affairs. For years, he says, 
diplomats of all kinds have tried 
to settle the fate of the Palesti- 
nians over their heads, through 
some external device or other. 
But it will not work. 

“Just as Israel is a reality which 
the Palestinians and toe PLO 
must accept,” he writes, “Palesti- 
nian nationhood is a reality which 
Israel must accept. As Israel is 
here to stay, the Palestinians are. 
here to stay, too... 

“Paradoxically, a Palestinian 
state in the occupied territories— 
in peaceful coexistence alongside 
Israel is the only conceptual 
candidate for a historical cbm-; 
promise of this century-old con- 
flict. Without it the conflict will 
remain an open-ended one be- 
tween toe m aximalis t concepts of 
Zionism and those of its' Arab 
and Muslim hinterland” — The 
New York Times. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES ‘Mideast peace process is most urgent’ 

Tlia f I ^ 


The plot thickens 

AL RATS leading columnist Tareq Masarweh predicts a sharp 
escalation in tbe Israeli army’s efforts to quell the 16-week old 
Palestinian uprising in the occupied territories. 

“We are going to witness a new phase of oppression that goes 
beyond imposing curfews, travel restrictions, closure of shops, 
electricity blackouts and water cuts,” Masarweh said. “The Israeli 
army’s ‘taking control' means preempting the Palestinian demonstra- 
tor before he or she even leaves home... and there are 10,000 
Palestinians already in custody.” 

Masarweh was referring to a statement Sunday by Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in which he said toe Israeli army had taken 
the offensive to quell the uprising. 

“We are coming to a much more violent oppression. This is 
anticipated because the uprising is stripping toe Israeli Occupation 
naked and revealing toe racism of the Zionist entity and forcing with 
a bang toe reality of the Palestinian existence, toe national 
Palestinian character and the Palestinian yearning for the establish- 
ment of their state on their own land. 

“Before this overwhelming uprising, toe Zionist entity appears to 
have no answer but its army, its bullets, bombs and prisons — the 
starving off of Palestinians and the employment of other oppression 
techniques they learned from toe .Nazis. 

Masarweh lashed at the United States and Shultz for "behaving as 
if toe bloody oppression of Palestinians by its Israeli ally has no 
bearing on toe peace process they pretend to have toe willingness to 
revive.” 

“The American administration refuses to consider the Palestinian 
people as a party in any solution to their cause. Does this mean that 
the American administration rejects the idea of Palestinians as 
human, who suffer from bullets, who die from bullets, who hurt when 
their arms and legs are broken, and who hurt in prisons and detention 
camps and who hurt when the minimum of their rights is denied?" 


Tbe following remarks on the 
Middle East are part of a state- 
ment made to Swedish parlia- 
ment by Swedish Foreign Minis- 
ter Sten Andersson on March 16. 

WITH mounting concern we are 
following events in the territories 
occupied by Israel. I have just 
returned from toe Middle Fret 
after a week’s talks with leading 
Israeli, Palestinian, Jordanian 
and Syrian representatives. My 
main impression is that the past 
three months’ Palestinian protest 
actions on toe West Bank and in 
Gaza, and the Israeli occupation 
forces’ brutal way of trying to 
quell them, have created a new 
situation in toe region, in which 
moderate and extreme forces on 
both sides are diametrically 
opposed. 

In this new situation it is our 
duty to contribute towards de- 
velopments being turned in the 
direction of negotiations. It is 
most urgent that a process be 
started that will break the vicious 
aide in which violence breeds 
violence. 

A solution to toe Arab-Israel 
conflict must be based on Secur- 
ity Council Resolutions 242 and 
338. This implies that Israel has a 


right to secure and recognised 
borders and that Israel must leave 
the territories that have been 
occupied since 1967. 

We wholeheartedly support 
Israel’s demand for security and 
recognition. At the same time it is 
in Sweden’s security interests that 
the prohibition in international 
law against acquisition of territor- 
ies by ferae be respected. 

Another fundamental precon- 
dition for a solution is that toe 
Palestinians’ right to self-deter- 
mination and possibility of estab- 
lishing a state of their own should 
be realised. We support equally 
wholeheartedly these Palestinian 
demands. 

Solidarity with toe Palestinian 
people further requires that we 
strongly condemn toe Israeli poli- 
cies and their methods. These 
policies are in violation of princi- 
ples of international and huma- 
nitarian law and can never be 
justified. As long as the occupa- 
tion continues, Israel must be 
brought to follow toe provisions 
of toe fourth Geneva Convention 
on Protection of tbe Civilian 
Population in Time of War. 

Israel and the PLO must accept 
that they should negotiate with 


each other. No solution can. be represented in negotiations' by 
lasting unless the Palestinians are - those who have their confidence* 


LETTERS 


Two 




To tbe Editor: 

THIS is in reference to the announcement published in the Jordan 
Times on April 5, 1988, inviting Sri I^nkang working in Ionian to 1 
meet with a Sn L a nka n official delegation. From the composition 1 
of tbe delegation one presumes that it would' be looking into the 
employment conditions of Sri Lankans m Jordan. ; 

However, I find it strange that toe delegation would spare only 
two hours to meet with Sri lankaiq citizens who number several 
thousands in Jordan. . • *• -rj 

I advise. the officials to read my article in toe Jordan Times on 
Sept. 15, 1987, pertaining to similar announcements published by . 
toe consul general of Sri Lanka in Amman on Sept. 12, 1987. The 

artide provides a detailed .idea about the Sri Lankan workere in 
Jordan. 

. Copies of the article and toe announcements were sent to' toe ' 
Jordanian ministries of Labour and. Foreign Affairs, 4<J diplomatic 

misskuis in Amman and aiso xo the ministry of foreign affaire in 

Sn I-anlra - 7 ‘ - 

_ ", . .■ « ■ ■ ■ 

I am sure that toe visiting delegation will -be more than: 
adequately wined and dined but I hope that they, find toq time tpi 
give more tha& two hours to listen to tbe grievances- of these Sri" 
Lankan .brothers an d sisters. ‘.V... . 
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IP^Mnmns unite for survival and uprising Peking says Saudi 

' B m m w * '■ ■ ■ * ■■ " " " 

• By JofarRke * “There are medical commit- linked to Israel and form school, instead of having a play- joined six men and eight chil- I • •!! "H ~M 

The Associated Press ■ tee., agricahviral committees, "popular committees in every ground for kids they cultivate... dien in cultivating a vacant lot. "1^% R <?< fS 1 ! B /YO 

• ■ ■ defence committees,’' said Saeb place, in city, village, camp and beans, cucumbers, onions. While they worked, army B I I B B fl B & ~ B I 1 fl BlT^j R ” * 

BIREH, occupied West Erakat. political science profes- street.’* tomatoes,” he said. trucks rolled past shops that "*■ y 

It " - 1 ™ 1 _ A ivf il n ■ rtf hac rnv o4 A 1 Mnrok 1 lniiioMifii . ! “I tkinb fh<a if fknr fhie MacpH frt p nw^e*# nf rko 


' By Mn Rke ^ 

; _ The Assoc ia ted Press • 

AL BIREH, .^occupied West 
B a n k — - A -web of. unity has 
spread through the occupied 
lands' -in four months of vio- 
lence, drawing Palestinians into 
committees for everything from 
tending emtrgency gardem to 
-running- the rebellion. 

_ *‘I think: the. idea is that this 
uprising is going to goon a long 
time,” saiaMubarak Awed, an 
Arab-Anserican who promotes 
creation of dvic action groups. 

Boys^nd businessmen of this 
ntidcfie-class^fowa- jnrned. the 
earth of a vacant Jot this week 
and planted -squash,- tomatoes 
and- cucumbers so their neigh- 
bourhood could have fresh pro- 
duce- during curfews imposed 
by the .-Israeli army. . 

Last month in Arura village, 
ah Associated Press' reporter 
spoke with young Palestnrians 
who stood midnight watch -to 
warn of approaching 'soldiers. 

Nurses who got through an 
army blockade of Jerusalem’s 
Shufat refugee camp in Febru- 
ary said health workers had 
formed a loose, network that 
could rush aid- to areas where 
PaJestmians dashed with sol- 
diers. ' . 


“There are medical commit- 
tees. agricultural committees, 
defence committees,’’ said Saeb 
Hrakat . political science profes- 
sor al A1 Najah University. 

“Many of these committees 
work in the open,” and more 
secret groups organise strikes, 
-protests ami political activities 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaea Strip, he said. 

Erakat said the young leaders 
of secret groups generally are 
affiliated with factions of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

: “They may be new faces, but 
they will be new faces of lead- 
ership of- the PLO,” be -said. 
“These are leaders who have 
become leaders because they 
are doing something to attack 
the occupation.” 

An underground network of 
PLO-affi listed leaders has 
shown its strength by deman- 
ding, and gening, mass resigna- 
tions of Arab policemen in" the 
occupied territories and nearly 
universal acceptance of com- 
mercial strikes. 

Israel's attempt to crush the 
leadership with mass arrest s has 
not stopped the clandestine 
leaflets. - 

Communique No. 1 1 told 
Palestinian to boycott institutions 


linked to Israel and form 
“popular committees in every 
place, in city, village, camp and 
street.” 

, i 

Self-reliance 

Leaflets urge people to 
“cultivate the land” increase 
self-reliance, police themselves 
in the absence of Palestinian 
policemen and start local manu- 
facturing operations to lessen 
dependence on the Israeli eco- 
nomy. 

Raja Shehadch, a Palestinian 
lawyer, said neighbourhood 
-groups had multiplied in tan- 
dem with economic and social 
hardships created by the upris- 
ing that began Dec. 8. 

“1 think it’s happening a lot, 
especially for security and self- 
sufficiency.” said Shehadeh. 
who leads a human rights group 
in Ramallah called Law in the 
Service of Man. “People are 
experiencing a siege.” 

Awad, the Arab- American 
bead of the Centre for the 
Study of Non-Violence in Jeru- 
salem, said groups of 10 to 2(1 
families have formed through- 
out the West Bank, with the 
largest numbers in Beit Sahur, 
Ramallah and Nablus. 

“In Beit Julia at Al Amal 


King, Shultz discuss requirements of peace 


(Continued from page 1) 
Shultz - told accompanying 


American reporters His Majesty 
the King had given him a list of 
questions on the American peace' 


iven him a list of 


plan, arid that he intended to 
reply when- be returned to Am- 
man Wednesday night. 

In his statements before leav- 
ing Israel, he praised the King's 
approach to peace, efforts, “thus 
indicating a serious engagement 
in the search for peace” and said 
His Majesty’s approach “is the 
kind of approach required for this 
process to -move ahead.” . 

In Damascus, President Assad 
told Shultz that a peace settle- 


ment should involve Israeli with- 
drawal from all occupied territor- 
ies-and must be reached with the 
panidpatioa of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

Shultz said he made some 
headway with Assad on Lebanon. 
Shultz said Syria appeared in- 
terested in new guidelines for a 
Lebanese constitution. ’ 

This could involve a reshuffling 
of the powers given rival factions 
in the counny. 

April Glaspie, a senior U.S. 
State Department official, re- 
mained in Damascus to continue 
the discussions. 

However, on the U.S. peace 
proposal Shultz said sharp differ- 


ences with Assad remained. 

Damascus Radio cited Assad 
making four demands in connec- 
tion with a peace settlement: 

— The convening of an inter- 
national conference with far- 
reaching involvement in the 
negotiations, as opposed to the 
ceremonial role advocated by 
Shultz. 

— Israel’s complete withdrawal 
from all occupied territories. 

— Establishment of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state. 

— The participation of a united 
Arab delegation in the peace 
talks, as opposed to direct bilater- 
al talks with each Arab country as 
advocated by Shultz. 


- .... ■ . 

West Bank villagers clash with settlers 


(Couthiued from page I) 
the village of 12,000 residents. 

The army statement said a cur- 
few, yras -imposed;- oa ■ the af-ea v 
■ confining village residents to tfifeir 
home: 

“They are beating people and 
shooting at random,” a senior 
aide . to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation - (PLO) - chairman 
Yasser Arafat told Reuters in 
Tunis during, a telephone call 
from the PLO’s headquarters 
. there. ' ' “ 

“Hundreds of Isradi -soldiers 
are involved,” the caller said. 

The girl was only the second 
Israeli to be killed in the four- 


month-old Palestinian uprising. 
The killing of the two villagers 
iraasedv the. .PaJesxiniann deattr toll 


A soldier; shot- dead in Beth- 
lehem last month, was the first 
Israeli to be killed in the occupied 
West. Bank or Gaza since the 
uprising erupted in December. 

Businesses throughout the 
West Bank and Gaza observed a 
general strike as they have in 
recent months, opening only for 
three hours a day. Official Israeli 
statements said the strike was 
over. 

Aimed forces radio carried a 
news report saying the general 


strike in Arab Jerusalem was 
fading as Israeli and foreign tour- 
'■ tttsi flecked' to-*bejrit§r for Easter 
‘.-vanduheJewsh Passover holidays. 

An army spokeswoman con- 
tended that Palestinians were 
tired of paying a heavy price in 
lost business due to the up rising 
But a tour of Arab Jerusalem and 
the walled Old City found shops 
closed as usual at noon and 
streets nearly deserted. 


school, instead of having a play- 
ground for kids they cultivate. . . 
beans, cucumbers, onions, 
tomatoes,” he said. 

“1 think the idea is that this 
‘uprising is going to go on a long 
time and the Israelis are going 
to push hard... the next step is 
to make the Palestinians feel 
hungry." 

Food 

Palestinian strikes and Israeli 
restrictions have complicated 
deliveries of fresh produce, but 
canned and packaged goods are 
in ample supply and there is no 
evidence of hunger. 

Many residents have stock- 
piled food. Others buy 
groceries from farmers or mer- 
chants* homes rather than 
shops. When fresh produce is 
available, Palestinians often 
cannot buy it because of cur- 
fews. 

Omar, a businessman in Al 
Bireh, said two dozen house- 
holds in his neighbourhod 
formed a committee at the end 
of March, when the army sea- 
led off the occupied territories 
for three days. He said his four 
new hens had laid their first 
eggs. 

Less than a week later, he 


Hijack drama 
drags on - 

(Continued from page 1) 

the aircraft at the hijackers’ re- 
quest. 

A passenger list released in 
Bangkok indicated that the only 
two women left on the plane after 
the release of some passengers 
and stewardesses were the mem- 
bers of the royal family. 

Contrary to the IRNA report, 
Tehran Radio quoted the doctor as 
saying there were no women left 
on board. 

The list of released passengers 
issued by IRNA mentioned" no 
Kuwaitis. 

Iran’s envoy to Britain said in 
London Tehran would make no 
concessions to the hijackers. 

Mohammad Mehdi Akhoond 
Zadeh Basti told Independent 
Television News (ITN): “Such an 
act is contrary to humanitarian 
principles and is categorically 
condensed by Ir^n. Jran is. not. 
!,gpipjOq‘..4ny.' instance., to! give 
icqqi^^oias,"' . 

The envoy spoke after meeting 
British Foreign Office officials. 

A British Foreign Office 
spokesman said after Basti’s talks 
that Tehran had refused permis- 
sion for a Swedish diplomat rep- 
resenting British interests in Iran 
to travel to Mashhad. 


Iraq fires 5 missiles into Tehran 


Amal, Hizbollah battle in Lebanon 


(Continued from page lj 

Fears that the dashes would 
mushroom into a nationwide con- 
frontation between the two fac- 
tious led Lebanon’s most inflnen- 
tial SM’ite cleric. Sheikh Moham- 
mad Hussein FadbUah, to pro- 
hibit fighting among toe Muslims. 

“We pmiubif. fids fighting be- 
cause it barns Islam’s causes and 
the Muslims,* 7 FadlaDah said in a 
fetwa. . 

But desphe Fadblbth’s call, toe 
Amal-HizboSab fighting raged 
throughout toe day and spread 
from the intend market town of 
Nabatiyeh to the coastal Tyre 


region. 

Police said Amal forces backed 
by arm ou red personnel carriers 
and 106-nun recoHIess cannons 
advanced across Nabatiyeh ’s 
mala street to the town’s old 
sector where HlzboOafa fighters 
man sniping nests. 

“The fighting in Nabatiyeh is 
ferocious. Rescue teams have not 
been able to evacuate m 

some parts of the town,’* the 
police spokesman said. 

■“Nabatiyeh citizens have been 
bidd i ng in basements and bomb 
shelters since Tuesday,” he 
added. 


(Continued from page J) 

missile hit an elementary school 
in Uram Qasr. killing three stu- 
dents and wounding 59 other 
children and teachers. 

In Baghdad, reporters were 
shown 90 soldiers being treated in 
hospital for burns and eye in- 
juries which they said were 
caused by Iranian poison gas 
attacks on the Kurdish town of 
Halabja in northeastern Iraq 
March 31. 

“Tests have proved they were 
all hit by mustard gas which 
caused severe injuries and in- 
flammation of their eyes, skin 
and sensitive parts of their 
bodies,” Dr. Muzar Zeiden told 
the reporters. 

Iraq has accused Iran of res- 
orting to chemical weapons dur- 


ing the March 30-31 fighting near 
Halabja in Sulayraaniyeh pro- 
vince. 

Iran itself has charged Iraq 
with using chemical weapons in 
the Halabja fighting to punish 
Kurdish rebels accused of aiding 
an Iranian invading force. 

At the United Nations, sources 
quoted by the AP said a U.N. 
team would investigate the Iraqi 
charges that Iran used chemical 
weapons. 

Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Larijani, 
meanwhile, was scheduled to 
hold talks late Wednesday with 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar on implementing a 
ceasefire iu the war. Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz was to bold 
U.N. talks in New York next 
week. 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan ■ 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. near 
AhUyyah Girts School : 

Take a wav Is amUabte 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Ranting pot is available 


Open daily l2:(Xi-3:30 
p.m. 

6: 30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
im- 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Arman. Jordan 

Teh 661922 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight > 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


joined six men and eight chil- 
dren in cultivating a vacant lot. 
While they worked, army 
trucks rolled past shops that 
were closed for most of the 
previous week by a PLO ban on 
afternoon work and Israel’s re- 
fusal to let them open in toe 
morning. i 

The businessman, who asked 
that his last name be withheld, 
said the committee also had 
decided to start first aid classes, 
form security patrols and build 
an emergency stock of food. 

“We made a request to every 
house to buy a big bag of flour” 
and arranged to buy food from 
store owners even when their 
shops are closed, he said. 

“People are now thinking of 
collecting wood for baking,” 
Omar’s wife said. Israel cut off 
supplies of fuel oil and gasoline 
two weeks ago. 

Samir, another committee 
member, said the grassroots 
groups would be harder for 
Israel to handle than labour 
unions, social associations and 
schools. 

“There is no infrastructure 
the Israelis can control,” he 
said, "To put it down, they'll 
have to arrest everybody,” and 
in that case “you're not suc- 
ceeding. You’ve lost control." 


Libya, 

Tunisia 
sign accord 

BEIRUT (R) — Libya and Tuni- 
sia have signed a cooperation 
pact covering political, cultural, 
economic and foreign relations, 
the official Libyan news agency 
JANA said Wednesday. 

JANA, monitored in Beirut, 
said the agreement included 
cooperation in education, trans- 
port, industry, energy, agricul- 
ture and trade. 

It said the pact, signed Tuesday 
night was the result of discussions 
in Tripoli between Tunisian 
Prime Minister Hedi Baccouche 
and Libyan officials. 

The accord comes after a 
period of improving ties since last 
December when toe two coun- 
tries resumed diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

JANA quoted, Baccouche, who 
.arrived in Libya Sunday, as 
saying: “This agreement will be 
the new beginning of an ideal 
bilateral cooperation which will 
be a strong base to accomplish 
the unity of the Maghreb and 
Arab countries.” 


condemns Israel 

PEKING (Agencies) — Foreign Minister Wu Xue- f 
qian said Wednesday Chinese missiles sold to Saudi [ .jJh 
A rabia were purely for defensive purposes and 
would help peace in the Middle East. IgSP^. 




Wu told a news conference in 
the Great Hall of the People that 
China was eager to establish offi- 
cial relations with Saudi Arabia 
and condemned Israeli threats of 
retaliation for toe missile deal. 

Last month, in an unusual dis- 
closure of its arms exports, China 
said it had sold medium-range 
ground-to-ground missiles to 
Saudi Arabia. 

“The Saudis have made a com- 
mitment to use them only for 
self-defence," Wu said. “This is 
to help peace in the Middle 
East." 

Saudi Arabia had also given a 
commitment not to transfer the 
missiles. W'u said without elabor- 
ating. He repeated China's assur- 
ance that the weapons did not 
carry nuclear warheads. 

“Some people in Israel have 
threatened to take steps against 
Saudi Arabia. W ; e support the 
Arab condemnation of Israel," 
Wu added. 

.He said China wants to estab- 
lish official ties "as soon as possi- 
ble,” with Saudi Arabia, which 
still recognises the rival national- 
ist government in Taiwan. 

Wu said special envoy Deputy 
Foreign Minister Qi Huaiyuan, 
was to return to Peking Wednes- 
day from a tour of the Middle 
East where he met King Fahd in 
Saudi Arabia, the highest level 
meeting between the two coun- 
tries in" a series of recent official 
contacts. 

China has nor disclosed how 
many missiles were sold to Saudi 
Arabia and at what price. Soviet 
bloc sources said China had sup- 
plied about 12 missiles. They 
have a range of up to 3,500 
kilometres. 

In answer to journalists' ques- 
tions, Wu repeated China's de- 
nial that it has sold weapons to 
Iran for. ..use .in its war against 
Iraq, but said both Iran and Iraq 
could have bought .Chinese-made 
weapons through the internation- 
al arms market. 

Vice-Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen told the news conference 
China would not establish official 


ties with South Korea, which 
along with Saudi Arabia is one of 
the few countries to recognise 
Taiwan. 

“China maintains friendly rela- 
tions with the Democratic Peo- 
ple's Republic of (North! Korea 
and we understand each other's 
policies." Qian added. 

China's trade with South Korea 
is growing and Chinese athletes 
are scheduled to anend the Seoul 
Olympics in September. 

U.S.: No comment 

The U.S. has withheld com- 
ment on Chinese arms supplies to 
the Middle East. 

Stare Department deputy 
spokeswoman Phyllis Oakley, 
asked about repurrs of increased 
Chinese arms links with Middle 
Eastern countries, said Monday 
she did not have any comment. 

Nor did she have any specific 
comment on reports of contacts 
between China and Israel and 
possible amts transfers involving 
those two countries. 

Asking if the United States was 
seeking the withdrawal from 
Saudi Arabia of the missiles the 
Saudis have acquired from China, 
Oakley reminded reporters that 
issue has been discussed at pre- 
vious news briefings. 

■‘We’ve said that we are in 
contact with the government of 
Saudi Arabia on that issue, but 1 
have no further details on those 
diplomatic conversations,” the de- 
puty spokeswoman said. Asked if 
she would confirm or deny re- 
ports the United Stales was seek- 
ing the withdrawal of the 
Chinese-made missiles from 
Saudi Arabia. Oakley replied: 
“I'm just not commenting any 
further on the nature of those 
discussions." 

- China has stepped up. its fore- 
ign weapons sales _ii>.recen,t -years 
in an effort to earn hard currency 
and help finance its own weapons 
development programme. West- 
ern observers estimate China sells 
about $2 billion worth of weapons 
abroad each year, placing it 
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Wu Xueqian 

among the world's top five arms 
exporters. 

Asked whether China was will- 
ing to sell weapons to any foreign 
country. Wu responded heatedly 

Wednesday. 

* 

“Our attitude on arms sales is a 
serious one. It's a responsible one 
as well." he said. “It's not a 
question of China selling 
weapons to all countries in the 
world. 

"Some press tend to pick on 
China and whenever China sells 
weapons China becomes the 
newsmaker." he said. “How ab- 
out the weapons flying around 
the Gulf region (in the Iran-lnaq 
war) ... the Stinger and Exocei? 
These are not Chinese weapons. 
Why is it that some people always 
harass China with this so-called 
issue?" 

Iran recently used U.S.-made 
Stinger missiles, which it said it 
obtained from U.S. -supported 
Afghan rebels, the war. France 
has sold Exocet missiles io Iraq. 

The United Slates has accused 
China of selling Silkworm mis- 
siles to (ran. a_ charge China 
repeatedly has: denied, 

Wu repeated the denial 
Wednesday and added: "China 
has long adopted sLrict measures 
to prevent Oiinese missiles from 
flowing into Iran through the 
international market." 



From 




Round Trip 


Royal Jordanian is pleased to announce 
the opening of twice weekly service 
to Miami from Amman as of May 3, 1988 
every Tuesday and Thursday. Serving 
the U.S. 14 times weekly with afi 
widebody, 3 class flights, Miami is our 
fourth American gateway along with 
New York, Chicago and Los Angeles. 
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Group of IT to finalise 
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global trade regime accord American 


BELGRADE (R) — The “Group of 77” developing 
countries began a ministerial meeting here Wednes- 
day to complete an accord setting up the first global 
Third World regime for preferential trade and tariff 

concessions. 


Senior experts from about 60 of 
the G-77 nations are putting final 
touches to the agreement this 
week, and will be joined by 
ministers at the weekend before 
next week’s signing. 

The accord is to create a reg- 
ime under which tariffs can be 
removed or decreased for speci- 
fied lists of products exchanged 
between these countries, officials 
said. 

“Without this particular 
arrangement ... the developing 
countries would not be able to 
speed np their development, nor 
could they reduce the gap be- 
tween the developing and de- 
veloped world," Yugoslav Trade 
Minister Nenad Krekic said. 

The officials said the accord, 
the Global System of Trade Pre- 
ferences (GSTP), would add a 
new dimension to world trade 
alongside existing blocs and reg- 
imes such as the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), the European Com- 
munity (EC) and the Soviet-led 
trade bloc COMECON. 


'Birth of moltSaterallsin 


Project Director Diogo de Gas- 
par said the GSPT was the 
aimed at creating a regime to 
alleviate crippling Third World 
problems — debts of Si. 2 billion, 
slumping commodity prices, 
worsening trade terms and ba- 
lance of payments problems. 

“This is the birth of multi- 
lateralism in trade among the de- 
veloping countries,” de Gaspar, 
from Brazil, said in an opening 
statement. 


Krenic said: “The de velop ing 
countries expect the GSTP to 
expand and promote trade among 
themselves." 


He noted that the Third World 
today accounts for only five to six 
per cent of world trade, saying 
that its trade growth had slowed 
in recent years to a general eco- 
nomic development crisis. 

The new trade regime should 
boost self-reliance and lead to 
structural changes in the existing 
world economic order. 


Krekic said the GSTP was just 
a stan and could not meet the 
group's need entirely. Underde- 
veloped industry, technological 
lags, the debt burden, unem- 
ployment, famine and other 
handicaps would still hold back 
die group's development, he said. 

But the accord would help 
promote further negotiations on 
long-term industrial cooperation, 
technology transfer and joint ven- 
ture s am ong the member nations. 

GSTP participants will have to 
exchange trade concessions with 
each other through bilateral 
agreements. So far, 32 of the 
countries have done this, more 
than was required to put the 
multilateral GSTP agreement 
into effect, de Gaspar said. 

Further bilateral accords may 
be signed during the Belgrade 
conference this week. 

Participants are also to discuss 
whether to admit China, which is 
not formally a member of the 
Group of 7 7, bu t has asked to 
join the GSTP. Officials said 
some members opposed this be- 
cause it would set a precedent for 
other non-members o f G-7 7 to 
seek admission to the GSTP pact. 

Organisers said it was not yet 
known precisely how many coun- 
tries would send ministers to the 


as 


chief 


sessioa. 


Bank says GCC earned 


$ 1,000b from oil sales 


DOHA (Agencies) — The six 
members of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) earned more 
than $1,000 bQIion from oil sales 
since 1985, spending most of the 
earnings on the development of 
their infrastructure, according to 
the Gulf International Bank 
(GIB). 

In a report released at the 
weekend, the Manama-based 
bank said that the foreign ex- 
change reserves of GCC public 
sector during the period reached 
$200 billion. 

In 1986 the private sector of the 
GCC — comprising OPEC mem- 
bers Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emriates, 
together with Bahrain and Oman 
— deposited $150 billion in va- 
rious assets outside the region. 

Noting an increasing role of the 
private sector in the development 
process, the report said that in 
1986 the sector's contribution to 
the Gross Domestic Product 
averaged 36 per cent compared to 
30 per cent in 1980. 

TTie private sector’s investment 
was still limited, despite its in- 
crease as a percentage of aggre- 


gate capital assets, tbe report 
said. 


March ceiling 


In London, a Reuter survey 
showed Tuesday that OPEC, 
whose ministerial price commit- 
tee meets Saturday to discuss 
weak oil prices, kept within its 
self-imposed output ceiling in 
March. 

OPEC, curbing output to sup- 
port prices, set a ceiling last 
December of 15.06 milli on bar- 
rels per day ( BPD ) for the first six 
months for 12 of its 13 members, 
to defend a price at SIS a barrel. 

Iraq refused to sign because of 
its rivalry with Gulf war foe Iran. 
Iraq which has no quota has been 
producing about 2.5 million BPD 
since then. 

The survey, based on data from 
oil traders, shipping sources, in- 
dustry executives and analysts in 
the Middle East, Europe, Asia 
and Latin Amrica showed 
OPEC’s 13 members pumped an 
average 17.4 million BPD last 
month, slightly above February’s 
estimated 17.3 million. 


But analysts said OPEC output 
needed to be cut slightly if it was 
to match likely demand in tbe 
second quarter of 1988. 

Since tbe end of last year. 
OPEC output has fallen around 
1.5 million BPD and held at 
around 17 to 17.5 million in the 
first three months of this year. 

Despite this, prices fell to 16- 
month lows by the start of last 
month, with Brent oil from tbe 
North Sea at $14, due to high 
stocks and weak demand after a 
mild northern hemisphere winter, 
analysts said. 

Markets have somewhat reco- 
vered since then., with Brent now 
around $15.50, buoyed' by the 
prospect of a meeting of the 
cartel’s price committee to take 
place in Vienna. 

“The meeting will review the... 
agreement with a view to derid- 
ing what action if any required to 
be taken to further strengthen the 
market,” OPEC President Rflwa- 
nu Lukin an said. 


Several market analysts said 
they believe that second quarter 


Who Makes 


demand is unlikely to exceed 17 
million BPD and feel OPEC 
needs to cut output by 500,000 to 
800,000 BPD if it wants to take 
prices back to its reference price 
of $18 in time for a scheduled full 
ministerial meeting in June. 


DHAHRAN (AP) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's oil minister, Hisham Nazer, 
has replaced an American to be- 
come the first Saudi chairman of 
the board of ARAMCO, his 
country’s major oil-producing 
company, official sources said 
here Wednesday. 

Nazer took over from John J. 
Kelberer, the last American in 
the post since the Arabian Amer- 
ican Oil Company began opera- 
tions in Saudi Arabia 55 years 
ago. 

The change was made during 
the recent meeting of ARAM- 
CO’s board in Houston, Texas, 
said the sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Kelberer will remain on the 
board as vice-chairman, though 
he has effectively retired from 
service, said the sources. 

ARAMCO’s current president, 
Ali I. Naimi, will take over from 
Kelberer as chief executive, they 
said. 

Kelberer has undergone a 
number of major surgical opera- 
tions in recent years and is under- 
stood to have sought retirement 
after turning 60 two years ago. 
He has worked in Saudi Arabia 
for more than 37 years, as chair- 
man of the board and chief execu- 
tive for the past decade. 

Nazer was appointed minister 
of petroleum mid natural re- 
sources in Nov. 1986, replacing 
Ahmed Zaki Yamani. 

ARAMCO continues to be 
registered in the American state 
of Delaware, though it is now 100 
per cent Saudi-owned. 

Nazer is understood' to be 
studying the reorganisation of the 
kingdom’s oil industry. 

In addition to his posts as oil 
minister and ARAMCO chair- 
man, he also heads the Royal 
Commission for Jnbail and Yan- 
bu, the body overseeing the coun- 
try’s petrochemical industry, and 
Petromin, the marketing com- 
pany for Saudi petroleum pro- 
ducts. > 

Visit to Mexico 

In Mexico City, the govern- 
ment announced Tuesday that 
Nazer will visit Mexico this week 
to discuss the international mar- 
ket situation. 

A statement from the Energy 
and Mines Department said the 
visit “responds to the traditional 
and active Mexican policy of dia- 
logue and cooperation with other 
producing nations of petroleum, 
members or not members of 
OPEC, as well as with consuming 
nations.” 

Mexico is not a member of tbe 
Organisation of Oil Exporting 
Countries but closely monitors its 
price and production guidelines. 


America Beautifully 
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DekiOfConrse. 

Delta Air Lines shows you more U.S.A. for less. Get 
25% off regular coach with our Visit U.S.A. Fare. 

Available through March 31. 1989. 

With our Discover America Fare you pay as little as 
$247 and visit up to three U.S. cities. Available through 
March 31, 1989. 

Enjoy 30-day unlimited standby travel anywhere in 
the U.S. for just $399. with our Standby Travel U.S.A. 
Fane. Available through December 31, 1988. 

For details on fares and their requirements, call your 
Travel Agent. Or Delta in Amman at telephone 643661. 
The Delta City Ticket Office is at Ambassador Services 
- Zahran Street - Abu Nameh Bldg. 


1) The Water Authority of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan has received a loan from the World Bank in 
various currencies towards the cost of water and 
sewerage projects and intends that part of the pro- 
ceeds of this loan be applied to eligible payments 
under the contracts for the purchase of an odor control 
system for the Aqaba Raw Wastewater Pump Station. 

2} The Water Authority therefore invites proposals from 
suitable qualified Jordanian contractor, international 
contractor, or a joint venture of Jordanian and interna- 
tional contracting firms for the design, construction, 
and initial operation of odor control system for the 
Aqaba Raw Wastewater Pump Station. Jordanian firms 
and/or Jordanian members of joint venture firms must 
be registered with the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing as First Class in Electromechanical Works. 


DELIA 

MLavToFfy/kdltShous: 



3) Interested contractors may obtain farther information 
from and inspect the documents at the office of the 
Tender Department of the Water Authority, Shmeisani, 
P.O. Box 2412 Amman-Jordan. Telephone 680100. Telex 
22439 WAJ JO. 

4) Complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by 
any eligible contractor on submission of a written 
application to tbe above address until May 10, 1988, and 
.the payment of a Don-refundable fee of JD 25. 

5) Tbe closing date for submission of offers is 12.00 noon 
May 11, 1988. 


V. 14W Deha Air Ijnr^, in*. 


R.G McM4huui. Delia fawngrr Service A^rni 


Secretary General of Water Authority 

Eng. Mutazz Belbefsl 


Jordan, Oman review 


economic, trade links 


ARAMCO 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 





OBO COP 



AMMAN (Petra) — An Omani 
trade delegation met with Minis- 
ter of Industry, Trade and Supply 
Hamdi Tabbaa Wednesday and 
discussed the prospect of estab- 
lishing a joint jordanian-Omasi 
investment company. 

The minister said that such a 
company would offer the private 
sectors in Oman and Jordan to 
make meaningful investments in 
development projects. The in- 
vestment climate in Jordan is 
conducive to this because of solid 
infrastructure and laws which 
provide protection to investments 
and incentives for investors. Tab- 
baa noted. 

Tabbaa also said that Jorda- 
nian -Omani relations are unique. 

These strong relations were 


translated into a trilateral trade 
agreement and tbe formation of 
joint committee to work, on in- 
creasing the volume of trade and 
industrial investments in the two 
countries, the minister said. 

The Omani delegation later 
called at the Federation of Jorda- 
nian Chambers of Commerce to 
discuss bilateral economic, trade 
and touristic relations. 

Both sides discussed launching 
joint economic ventures in in- 
dustrial. services and agricultural 
fields. 

The head of the Omani delega- 
tion paid tribute to Jordan for 
assisting Oman’s development, 
and said his country was keen on 
strengthening bridges of coopera- 
tion between the two countries. 


JPMC still aiming for 


full production capacity 


IRBID (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) last year produced a total 
of 6.850 million tonnes of phos- 
phate, still less than the full pro- 
duction capacity of 7.8 million 
tonnes annually, JPMC Director- 
General Wasef Azar said 
Tuesday. 

In a lecture delivered at Yar- 
mouk University, Azar said the 
company’s production operations 
are being carried out at three 
mines: Ruseife, Wadi A1 Abiad 
and A1 Hassa, but plans are 
underway for opening a fourth 
mine at Shidieh near Maan. 

Azar expected the fourth mine 


to begin production soon, at a 
rate of faalf-a-million tonnes 
annually, rising to three million 
by 1991. 

The JPMC has bought the in- 
stallations and equipment 
formerly owned by the Jordan 
Fertilizer Industry' Company in 
Aqaba, thus taking charge of 
fertilizer production employing 
raw phosphate in the process, 
Azar noted. 

He said that so far a total of 
$750 million has been invested in 
the Jordanian phosphate industry 
because phosphate is considered 
the Kingdom’s major foreign cur- 
rency earner. 


China offered 2m tonnes of 
subsidised U.S. wheat 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U-S. continued an aggressive 
campaign to maintain agricultural 
exports by offering 2 million ton- 
nes of subsidised wheat to China 
Tuesday. 

China has already purchased 
dose to 5 million tonnes of U.S. 
wheat under tbe government’s 
export subsidy programme, and 
the new offer will make Pek ; Tg 
the second biggest redpient of 
subsidised American wheat, 
second only to tbe Soviet Union. 

On Monday the U.S. Agricul- 
ture Department said Moscow is 
eligible for an additional 1 million 
tonnes of U.S. wheat under the 
export subsidy programme, on 
top of a previous 1 'million-tonne 
subsidy offer made to Moscow on 
March 18. 

American grain officials said 
Peking and Moscow are likely to 
respond quickly to the latest 
offers. 

Under the Export Enhance- 
ment Programme (EEP), the 
administration rewards exporters 
who sell wheat mid other U.S. 


farm products at competitive 
prices with subsidies in the form 
of surplus government stocks. 

The EEP, created by the 1985 
Farm Bill, has helped regain fore- 
ign markets that were lost due to 
high American grain prices, U.S. 
grain industry sources said. 

In China, the effects of the 
subsidy programme have been 
especially noticeable. American 
wheal now accounts for 35 per 
cent of the big 1 2-milIion-tonne 
Chinese wheat market. 

.. But only a year . ago, U.S. 
wheat shipments to China had 
slipped to under 100,000 tonnes 
and the American market share 
had dropped to just 1 per cent. 
Aggressive competition from Au- 
stralian and Canadian wheat far- 
mers had toppled the traditional 
U.S. dominance in the Chinese 
market. 

The American subsidy prog- 
ramme changed all that, U.S. 
grain officials said. 

“EEP is the only reason we’ve 
sold as much as we have to China.” 



Ecumenical Holy Communion Service at 6.30 p.m. 

Swedish Choir from Sollentuna (Stockholm) 

Service will be held in Arabic and English. 

At Evang. Luth. Good Shepherd Church in Amman 

Address. Um Al Summaq, Mekka Street Close to the Municipality and 

Jaber Shopping Centre (For. ex. Pizza Hutt). 


Tel 811295, Rev. Numan Smir, Ev. Luth, Church and / or 822605, 
Rev. Veil Janrfneo, Rainbow Congregated 


FOR RENT 

ON THE MAIN UNIVERSITY ROAD 

1- Small semi villa, ground floor with garden, garage and 
telephone. Consists of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
salon, living room, big kitchen, and central heating. Annual 
rent JD 1,900. 

2- Semi levelling floor with separate garden, central heating and 
entrance. Consists of two bedrooms, one bathroom, salon 
dining room and kitchen. Rent JD 900 per year. 

Location is after the Book Centre first street to the right and 

before the University Bridge. 


ti interested, please call telephone 605272 or 665784. 


VOLVO FOR SALE 


Volvo 245 GL Station Wagon 1976 excellent condition. Engine 
rebuilt. New mufflers, dutch, tires and full repaint. Power 
steering, aircondition, stereo radiocassette, luggage rack Com- 
prehensive insurance and licence till December 1988. Customs 
not paid. Price JD 840 or best offer. 


Interested buyers only call tel. 847849 or 843555 ex t 

3366. 
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Activity on the Amman financial Market for Wednesday April 6, 
1988. 

Number Volume Contracts 


Regular market; 


214,800 JD 223,380 


276 


Top three companies 


Bank of Jordan 
Jordan Sulpfa. Chemicals Co. 
Jordan Lime and Silicate 
Brick Industries Co. 


2,863 43,325 

14,300 JD 34.533 


105,800 JD 23,284 


Parallel market; 


47,922 JD 34,198 


Developments bonds; 


156 JD 1,587 


Treasury Mils & bonds: 



-- 

PI 

o 

3 



MAFRAQ ROADS: Tbe governor of Mafraq announced 
Wednesday that the Agriculture Department has allocated JD 
90,000 for opening agricultural roads in tbe badia district. He 
made file announcement at the end of a tour of badia regions. He- 
also that the departments of agriculture and public 

works were cooperating in implementing the projects. The 
governor was accompanied on the tour by the head of the Mafraq 
police department and tbe commander of file badia region. 

ZARQA LICENCES: The Zarqa C ham ber of Commerce has 
issued 7,400 licences to businessmen and merchants in Zarqa 
Govemorate since the beginning of 1988 according to tbe 
Chamber President Ib rahim Takieddin. The chamber he said held 
three seminars last month on subject such as credit facilities and 
trade. 


FOOD SUPPLIES: Minister of Industry , Trade and Supply 
Hamdi Tabbaa met in Amman Wednesday with a croup of food 


Hamdi Tabbaa met in Amman Wednesday with a group of food 
supply merchants for dis cussions on the food supplies imports, 
Tbe taiir* aim covered measures for facilitating routine work ia 
tbe importation process. 


‘Major nations’ dollar 


strategy could backfire r 


TOKYO (R) — The carefully 
crafted strategy of major nations 
to stabilise currency markets 
could be about to backfire, fore- 
ign exchange dealers said 
Wednesday. 

They said rapid the Japanese 
economic growth that was one of 
the lynch pins of that strategy was 
threatening to lure funds into yen 
and away from the dollar, this 
upsetting the market's delicate 
balance. 

“Operators are selling the dol- 
lar because they expect a further 
yen rise backed by .the strength of 
the - Japanese economy,- said 
Daiwa Bank Assistant Manager 
Takamasa Yamzaki. 

The U.S. currency fell to 
123.40 yen Monday, its lowest in 
about three months, but has since 
recovered to around 125 yen as 
speculators bought back some 
dollars they had sold earlier. 

Not that way 

Under the multilateral strategy 
to reduce trade imbalances and 
stabilise currencies. Japan 
pledged to boost its economy and 
thus increase its imports. 

It has delivered on that prom- 
ise, but its huge success in doing 
so has only served to convince 
some investors the best place for 
their money is yen, not dollars, 
dealers said. 

It was not supposed to happen 
that way, they added. 

The fell in Japan’s trade sur- 
plus that has resulted from its 
faster economic growth was 
meant to convince investors that 
there was no need for the yen to 
rise further to help correct tbe 
world’s lopsided trading patterns. 


Shigeki Kawano, chief custom- 
er dealer at Mitsubishi Bank, said 
the yen’s rise against the dollar 
and major European ccrrencifis 
was likely to continue. The dol- 
lar’s recent fell started because of 
active yen buying by overseas 
investors last week. 

“Overseas operators started to 
target the yen because they coosi- 
dered yen-denominated securities 
as the most profitable Invest- 
ment,” Kawano said. *■ 

Recent bullishness in Japan’s 
stock market is encouraging fore- 
ign investors to shift fends into 
Japan, backed by a marine* con- 
census the Japanese economy wtH 
re maip Strong. 

The Tokyo Stock Market has 
risen more than 5.000 points since 
tbe start of the year, and stands 
only a whisker away, from Its 
record high of 26,646.43 set on 
Oct. 14, just days before the 
global collapse in share prices. 


Strategy unwound 


furnishedfLats 

FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour 
TV, central heating, tele- 
phone. 

Two locations: Jabal Am- 
man, near Fifth Circle and 
Abdali area. 


Phone: 673768, 672842 
after 2 p.m. 


Dealers said tbe multilateral 
strategy to stabilise currencies 
could come unwound because 
capital flows now have a much 
larger influence on currency mar- 
kets than trade flows. ■ 

Tbe drop in Japan’s trade sur- 
plus means exporters here are left 
-with fewer unwanted dollars ft) 
convert into yen. Bat the impact 
of that on the market can be 
easily overwhelmed' if investors 
decide to shift some of their huge 
pools of funds into yen from 
dollars. 

So far, the Japanese authorities 
do not seem too . concerned. Fi- 
nance Minister Kudu Miy azawa 
.said be expects major nations to 
reendorce their multilateral eco- 
nomic strategy when they meet in 
Washington next week 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Satoshi Sumita attributed tbe dol- 
lar's recent slight weakness tq 
speculation and said the basic 
trend toward currency stability 
remained unchanged. 

- A senior Bank of Japan official 
admitted Japan’s strong economy 
could attract - capital into the 
country, putting upward pressure 
on file yen. But it will also reduce 
the country's trade surplus, put- 
ting downward pressure on the 
currency, he said. 


FLAT FOR RENT 
With or without f n rn i t ur e 

Located at a pleasant site on Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, 
overlooking Abdoua district, next to the new West Gemvari 
embassy. Consists of three bedrooms, two -salons* two 
bathrooms, two verandas, second floor.. 

■ " " ■ _ ■ ft 


Cal! Tel: 673423 


Cinema 
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Vmf^siYes^c^x^ signalio WWteside 

' m *. * ■ . ?. 

j LONDON Mancbcstef United signalled the start of a 

: transfer scrsoiblefor the talents of Northers Ireland istemazional 
i » Norman Whiteside by granting his request for a move . Tuesday. 
Akm Ferguson, manager of the English First Division club, said: 
: “The di& .board has said that it is sot dob policy to retain players 
who don't want to play foe Manchester Umted. The board has 
therefore 'accepted Whiteside's request and is reluctantly pre- 
. paned io consider offers/* Whiteside, 22, who won a first team 
pUce at United when he was only'16, has. since played almost 200 
league games for the dub.. He represented Northern Ireland at 
the 1982 and 3986 Worid Cup finals. 


“m L 



-sCaniggia 

VERONA, (&) -r- Qaudio Caniggia, who plays for 
Argentine' club Kiver Platt, has Joined Italian first division side 
Verona for £8 billion fire (S2 mmion), Verona said Tuesday the 
four-year contract was. signed by dub president Ferdmando 
Chiatowanand /River Plate president Hugo SantiHi. Verona's 
otter foreigners art Dane Pteben Elkjaer and West German 


The Italian soccer federation has increased the 
limit on foreign players to three from the start of next season from 
a current ceiling of two per dob. 


KS HOROSCOPE 

Ronrv the Carroll Rigftter Institute 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Don't do gay b e an roing and hawing, 
todayt State your point of vfew 
with confidence, and go after 
whatever It a you want with a 
positive attitude. Don’t ne£bct 
your ngglv routines. 

ABIES {Mar. 21 to Apr. 19 Be 
sum. to listen -to the opinions of 
pthers, as -these could, help you up- 
date your point of view. Yon frill be 

. m vai mm ■ _ 


pre se nted with a tee opportunity. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} 
With tbs help of m 


get that bis idea you lave, been 
working on across to a superior. Be 
more considerate of your mate. 
GEMINI (May 21 to Jana 21) Be 

*i a _ . a_ 


and your attitude wifi spread to eo* 
workers. You can make a shrewd 
business deal evenhuE. 

MOON CHILDBRNCJuu 22 to 
Jut 2D Your enemy level -wQl be 
unueokBy high tod^y, so use it to 
get ahead oar year work, t^faw, 
relax with your good friends. . 
LEO (Jut 22 to fog. 21) Do 
special for your mate 


Step limiting ydur own progress, 
ana think big tar e change. 

VIRGO (Ang- 22 to Sept. 22) Your 
family cm be greatly pleased by a' 


few email i mp rovements around the 
house. Use care in handling the 
detail* of all your undertakings. 

LIBRA Sept. 23 Is Oct. 22) If a 
visit to a good friend has bees pot 
off for much too long, this is a good 
time to make it, but be very careful 
while driving this evening. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Don't ignore practical concerns in 
order to have a good time with your 
friends. Enlist the aid of a pal to do 
some, home improvement work 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) If you get up and at 'em early 
today, you can make a fantastic 
in business. Pat some time 
for recreation tonight. 

CAPRICORN {Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Be very careful about toeing your 
tender with anyone today, or you’ll 
regret it Ister. Try to come to a bet- 
ter understanding with your mate. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
You will have the ability to deepen 
relationships and improve under- 
standing today, so get together 
with all your good friends. 

PISCES (ft'efai 20 to Mar. 2 6 ) With 
a little bit of effort, you can great- 
ly improve your credit and civic 
situations. Others wiQ listen to your 
opinions readily today. 
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• GENERAL TENDENCIES: Yon 
■can nuke, amne great advances 
where teandai and property mat- 
ters are concerned, but only if you 
act qofcfcty and^fceep your -Wlts 
about yocr'Bfrsm* - you didn't 1 
overtook any' important detefc. ' 
ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apt, IS) 
Listen to, p«d leant from, persona 
of vest experience, but don’t act too 
hastily with this newfound 


U 

!u 

— M 


in the morning, and stick to it. If 
you allow anyone to throw you off 
kilter, you'll regret it 
LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) 
StooH k fier iness partner who tends 
‘-to make «v«yo»» Tods: foolish by 

exactly the wrong thing. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A 


knowledge; mull it over first. 
TAURUS 


. tout rims 

(Ape. 20 to May 20) y 

Don't beat around the bush with 
anyone today. Just say whatever is 
onyoormiod. and get good results. 

Use your creative talents. . 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) A 

• 9 ■- V • 0 7 *. - ». • M. ^ 


wealthy friend and a new acqu 
fcunce can help you to smooth out 



wm risky venture, but 

rdy on year intuition instead. Drive 
with tbe utmost care tonight. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JttL 2D A person who is too often 
apt . to go oft en' crazy tangents 
could deter your pr ogress if you 
allow it, eb try to overathis pers o n.' 

LEO (Jnl. 22 to Ang.21) If yoa 
listen more cersfufly to what your 
superiors and co- workers have to 
say. you wfll benefit. Don’t be in- 
fliteniced by a str an g er. . . 

VIRGO (Aag. 22 to Sept. 22) Set 
up your schedule for .the day early 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) A good friend wants to take you 
away from your work for a good 
time today, but you would be wise 
to avoid letting this happen. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jen. 20) 
This is a good time to revise your 
budget. Be sore to allow for recrea- 
tion, but nothing too extravagant. 
Drive with the utmost care. 

AQUARIUS (Jen. 21 to Feb. 19) 
St down with your family and 
figure out how to cut do wn on ex- 
penses so yoa can baQd up your 
bank account more quickly. 

' PISCES (Feb. 29 to Mar. 20) If a 
financial expert's advice forin d e a 
severe! options, have this parson 
explain them further so you will rot 
be confused in making a choke. 


Cruyff to coach Barcelona 


MADRID (R) — Johan Cruyff will almost certainly take over as 
Barcelona coach next season, Spanish state radio reported 
Tuesday. The radio said current coach Luis Aragones might be 
made manager of the dub although he had told them he would 
not share a job with Cruyff and would not stay with Barcelona 
next season. The comments came after Barcelona president Jose 
Luis Nunez held a working dinner with Aragones and the players. 
A dub spokesman refused to confirm or deny the report and said 
no announcement would be made until the season ended on June 
30. Dutchman Cruyff was a star player for Barcelona in the 1970s. 
He resigned as coach of Dutch side Ajax Amsterdam in January. 
Barcelona have had a disappointing season and are ninth in the 
Spanish first division, 22 points behind leaders Rea) Madrid. But 
they salvaged a place in Europe next season when they won the 
Spanish Cup last week, beating Real Sodedad 1-0. The radio said 
Aragones bad been offered a job as coach to Valencia. 

Flamengo advances to next round 

m 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Rio's Flamengo easily beat Estu- 
diantes de la Plata of Argentina 3-0 (1-0) advancing to the next 
round of the South American Champions Soccer Supercup, at the 
Maracana Stadium Tuesday night. Luis Henrique, at the fourth 
minute, Renato Gaucho, 72nd, and Bebeto at the 88th minute, 
scored for the winners. Flamengo now face Ncional of Uruguay at 
the end of April in a home-and-away knockout series. Only 8,653 
fans paid to watch tonight's match, which turned out to be a 
violent game through the weakness of Bolivian referee Juan 
Oscar Ortube Vargas, who failed to keep control of discipline. 
Vaigas booked Renato Gaucho and Ze Carlos n, of Flamengo, 
and Aguero and Gissi of EsluUi antes. In the first match of the 
series last week in Buenos Aires, the two teams drew 1-1. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Let's go for a long walk after 
dinner, you said! f should have 
known you'd get us lost!” 


* i 

C 



Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

Wont be long before shell be 
pilch tag Mi with die housework 


YUPPP, 

| . 
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NOVEM 


IHH AIR HI 

■■ 


INREEM 
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TYLLAF 
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,oo, 
o; 

BA5Y WAS MOTHER'S 
LITTLE THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Timxr 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BEFIT MUSTY VACUUM EXHALE 

Answer What the LAS. called that new levy on 
hitchhikers— THE THUMB “TAX" 


Peanuts 


■mis CONCULfPES /W PORTION 
OF tf SW0D AMP mL tf WHERE 
I HAVE SHOWN VOU ALL MV 
NEW * PRAYING POLL'' ; 


5fT P0UH KIPf I M 60NNA J 
SHOW ‘EM MY NEU) % 
ROCKET LAUNCHER.' 


HOU) PO YOU LIKE MY NEW 
* PRAYING POLL" LAUNCHER?! 




Jeff 



Andy Capp 




C'MON, NOW/ 
’—TIME, 



l ' i 

F 

- 

. - 

1 

t 



J 



EZZET 

j} 



JACKIE'S ASKING 

FOR A fVCTUPy 
JACKIE IS 




Celtic moves ahead 

of Glasgow Rangers 

LONDON (R) — Glasgow Celtic, who have stolen much of the 
thunder of big-spending neighbours Glasgow Rangers this season, 
moved to within one point of the Scottish Premier League title 
Tuesday when they beat St. Mirren 2-0. 

Andy Walker, with his 29th goal of the season, settled Celtic's 
nerves after 58 minutes — he had missed a penalty seven minutes 
earlier — and Paul McStay added the second 12 minutes from rime. 

The win before a parkbead crowd of 45,465 stretched the league 
leaders' unbeaten run to 30 games and opened a 10-point gap 
between them and second-placed Hearts, their only remaining rivals 
for the title. 

Celtic will clinch the championship if they take a poini from their 
trip to Tynecastle to meet Hearts April 16. 

Severe blow 

Wimbledon's preparations for Saturday's English F.A. Cup 
semifinal against Luton suffered a severe blow when leading scorer 
John Fashanu was injured in the 2-1 home league defeat by 
Coventry. Fashanu, scorer of 20 goals this season, limped off with 
what appeared to be a pulled hamstring after only five minutes. 

Coventry, last season's F.A. Cup winners, scored twice inside turn 
minutes midway through the first half through Brian Kiiciine 
(penalty) and Keith Houchen. Centre half Eric Young replied for 
Wimbledon in the 40th minute. 

Another blow 

Mel Sterland's late equaliser for Sheffield Wednesday denied 
Luton an important boost to their sagging morale before tbeir dash 
with Wimbledon. 



BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

© 1887 Tl 
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MORE THAN ONE WAY HOME 
Both vulnerable. South deals. 


NORTH 

* AQ8S2 
9 K 39 

0 A3 

* AK3 


* J 10 

7 74 

0 K J 9 6 5 4 
*852 


4K9763 
9 652 
0 10 7 
4 974 


SOUTH 
0 4 

9 A Q 10 8 3 
0 Q82 
«• QJ106 
The bidding: 

South West 

1 9 

2 9 
2 9 
7 9 


North East 
t # 

2 C- 
5 NT 


Opening lead: Jack of t 
Let’s suppose that you become 
declarer u seven hearts. How do 
you intend to make your contract? 

Your partner has bid the hand 
well. He made a fourth -suit forcing 
bkf of two diamonds to give you the 
opportunity of showing delayed 
spade support. When you failed to 
take a spade preference, be had ev- 
ery reason tq suspect you were short 
in the suit, so he used the Grand 
Slam Force totedoatArhether you 
had two of the three' top honors in 
hearts, the implicitly agreed trump 


suit. Your leap to seven hearts con- 
firmed that holding. 

Now you have to make that con- 
tract after a spade lead. You have 
only 1 1 top tricks. From where will 
the other two come? 

Your first chance is to find the 
long of spades guarded exactly 
twice. That will produce two more 
spade tricks for yoa, so you win the 
ace of spades and niff a spade with 
the eight of hearts (just in case). 
You cross back to dummy with the 
king of dubs and ruff another spade 
high. When West fails to follow, is 
it time to throw in the towel? 

Not yet. If trumps are 3—2, you 
can get home with a dummy rever- 
sal. Cross to the table with the ace of 
dubs and niff another spade high, 
then go back to the ace of diamonds 
to ruff the table's last spade with 
your ace of trumps. All that remains 
is for you to lead your remaining 
trump and use dummy's three 
trumps to extract the opponents* 
fangs. When both follow to the first 
two trump leads, you can claim 13 
tricks. You have accomplished this 
minor miracle by increasing your 
number of trump tricks from five to 
seven — three high trumps in dummy 
and four-raffs in your hand. To go 
with.^ that' you have the aces of 
spades and rfMmwnri* and fqnr dub 
tricks. 


Benffca grabs 1st leg 

of soccer semifinal 

BUCHAREST (R) — Benfica Lisbon, the 1961 and 
1962 winners, outplayed, out-thought and out- 
fought 1686 champions Steaua Bucharest in the first 
leg of their European Cup semifinal Wednesday. 


Despite the final 0-0 scoreline, 
Benfica were in a lively attacking 
mood, though goalkeeper Silvino 
was forced into two grear saves in 
the closing minutes as Steaua 
launched a furious onslaught. 

The Romanian army team, 
who beat Barcelona on penalties 
in the final in Seville two years 
ago to become the first East 
European club to win the Cham- 
pions’ Cup, surrendered control 
of the midfield early on and never 
regained the initiative. 

Steaua’s exciting attack, the 
dominant factor against Glasgow 
Rangers' in the quarter-finals, 
was well held by a Portuguese 
defence superbly marshalled by 
Jose Mozer and neither mercurial 
winger Marius Lacatus nor 


Gheorghe Hagi — the “Roma- 
nian Maradona” — were allowed 
to exert any influence. 

“This result opened the way to 
the final for us,” said a happy 
Benfica manager Toni Oliveria. 
“In the second half, except on a 
few occasions, we had control 
and bad several scoring chances.” 

After Gavrila Balint twice went 
close in an opening flurry, Steaua 
became subdued and Romanian 
goalkeeper Peter Liliac needed 
two attempts to smother a shot 
from Benfica midfielder Antonio 
Pacheco in the seventh minute. 

Pacheco also went close after 
36 minutes when he collected a 
pass and forced a fine save from 
Liliac. 



Hough 
baseball her 




ARLINGTON. Texas (AP) — In 
a game where most of the victor- 
ies go to the young and swift, 
Charlie Hough is old and slow. 

But he is sure to strongly figure 
in whatever fate awaits the Texas 
Rangers this year in the Amer- 
ican League West. The 40-year- ‘ 
old Hough, whose fluttering 
knucUeball can barely be clocked 

by a radar gun, proved it again 
Monday night. 

Hough gets rough under 
pressure. 

He went eight innings on a 
night when he couldn't get his 
knuckler to behave properly. His 
4-3 victory over the Cleveland 
Indians could not have come at a 
better time as a confidence buil- 
der for the Rangers. 

Texas started 1-10 last year, 
and not even Hough's 18 victories 
could save the club. He pitched 
more innings than anybody in the 
league. 

“Charlie is amazing," manager 
Bobby Valentine said. “He is 
such a tough competitor that he's 
hard to beat even on his off 
nights. Charlie pitched well 
enough to win. He just kept 
getting them out in the dutch.” 

Case in point was Monday 
night when Hough said, “I didn’t 
have a good knuckieball the 


whole game.” 

The Indians touched him for 
three homers, but he hung tough. 

“I always seem to get lucky 
against them." said Hough, who 
has won his last 13 games against 
the Indians and 16-1 lifetime. He 
threw 111 pitches, but didn't have 
his arm iced down afterward. 

“I'm still in great shape," he 
said. “Who knows? I might still 
be around five years from now." 

The Rangers may be develop- 
ing an ace reliever to help pick 
Hough up and that could make 
the Rangers elder statesman a 
threat to' win 20 games. 

Mitch Williams earned a save 
by picking a runner off base then 
striking out two more in the 
ninth inning against Cleveland. 

“I like coming in after Char- 
lie," said the 21-year-old Wil- 
liams, one of the young and swift. 
“It makes my fastball look faster 
after Charlie's twirling his 
knuckler." 

Hough and Williams picked 
three Indians off the bases. 

“It was the kind game we lost 
last year,” said designated hitter 
Lany Parrish. .‘‘We looked up 
after the first two weeks and the 
season was over. This is the way 
you are supposed to start.” 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


METAMORPHOSES 
By Gayle Dean 

ACROSS 


Edited by Herb Ettessoa 


6 Good laito w 
10 Amtfwttc 
15 Nedawir 
18 Essay!*! 

10 On one's toes 
2D Teutonic drat 

21 Fishhook 
featum 

22 Bombastic 
language 

23 Ifarlo’n dad 
turned Eng. 
noeelfat 

of 


34 Boston finger 
turned US 
author 

41 Reluctant 

42 Lubricates 

43 Rainbow 

44 Shred 

47 Oner 

48 Garland 

« Panube bash) 
region 

61 Geometric 


80 a ’CUtture dub" 
m e m ber turned 
Big. author 
64 Hy 
67 Smudge 
88 Peeve 
69 Su81 van and 


US 


28 Skull point 

29 Hideous glaote 
B Querdra 

plant 

31 Arab chief 
23 Scoffs 


DOWN 

1 Plan! 

2 JaJ — 

3 Fight arena 

4 — Hari 

6 Shine brtghdy 
€ 


53 Punti del - 

53 Golf w e ndne 

54 and Beaa N 

K H-n, — 

rTOtnut 

56 John — Pasaoa 
S? Vehicle 
56 Scow 

59 Tropic of Can- 
author 


72 Sort 

73 Generate 

74 Rasp 

76 Bent 

77 Value 

78 Earns 

79 Bl — Hand Luka 1 


author 
go Me nded socks 

02 Cflmbbig vines 

03 — Amin 

84 Give the slip 
95 Ms DeMffle 
07 Biskra native 
102 Eng. singer 
turned US fOm 




7 Outlet 
B See Mri 
9 Pen 

16 Of a ou tt urn 

11 Russ, bone 
teem 

12 — sa plena 

13 Venn 

14 Uterevy 
monogram 

15 Plano ma n euver 

16 Co mman d 

17 Bo tt oml e ss pH 
21 RoN with e note 

24 Layers 

25 Puls on ao 


27 Covered wHh 
(tenon 

31 Playground toy 

32 Of vine 

33 TITS “Hot 
Lips'* 

34 Blase 

35 Dispatch boat 


eludnot 
81 Pub order 
B2 Him lor 
Holmes 

83 Cruiser 

84 Careful eatar 


54 Heathen 

55 Oetaod 
57 


37 M 


i*8 


40 Low cert 
45 N Bus Stop 1 


46 -- Gynt" 

46 "Fear of Rylag' 
author 


so Jason's ship 
51 Weed out 
53 Actmea 
D unawa y 


SB Makes beer 
58 Only 

50 L&a QocHva 

51 Caught sight of 

52 Softanafe 

63 Humorist 
Ro gers 

64 Is) Mahal alts 
66 Meal 

66 LMfaa 
09 Muse of poetry 

70 Adoring one 

71 Rapier 

73 King 

74 Froths 

75 Small bit 

76 Musical sign 
76 Happy 

79 Area or zip 
00 Bl 


106 Kilter whale 

107 Shoe or hat 
106 Whimsical 
100 Pee p i n g Tom 

110 Bivouac 

111 Rda. 

112 Truman's 
opponent 

113 Africans 

114 Joint 


B2 Fisherman’s 
tote 

83 Quick 
64 Baaebafl team 
86 Provide 
67 Closing scans 
80 To an excessive 


89 Comic Pfiyffle 

90 Territorial dhri- 
elofu: abbr. 

91 Turn aalda 
85 “Boers 

Uttie 
98 Shine 

97 Adapt 

98 Popular mete 

99 OH tend 

100 Ptenacte 

101 Neck pan 

103 Pirt two end 
two toget h er 

104 Large lump 
106 Past 


to bs to 
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to 
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Lost Week’s Cryptograms 

1. When the pattern of our planet "s wildlife is disrupted, all Ufe haffrn. 

2. Today's very fortunate children can see history unfold on their TV 


19x19, by Marika J, De Witt 


nooeai spy 
raoosnsnau 


1 
e 

9 Briny 

10 O trim's 
w andtHi 

11 “ “ 

12 

13 

14 Acquire 
18 PI nee 
IB Rodents 
20 Starts 


23 Bee's command: 


24 DescfHng 

clothes 


assr* 


Aooraisa 

nlnnHIarl 

mgamaa 


39. Nut 
40 Ten-os 

42 Bristle 

43 


Fragrant 

comer 


31 Whips 

33 Adame's 

>mM- m 

epoftet 

34 Gmsots 


of 


44 Cloaks 

48 For Pete's —1 

49 High c h uiiJii f iet i 
62 Ogled 

56 LB ten 

57 Glistens 
59 Yale man 
CO Listens 


OOWN 

1 Neighbor of 
Ma rtha's 

Vineyard 

2 Corns’ cT — 

a Fluff 

4 Purpose 

5 Give 

6 Smithy 

7 Goddess of 

■ ■ ■ ■ 
nuscraei 

8 Dover's state: 


0 Arab sjg. 


10 Duel 

11 Titled ladles 

12 Wordsworth and 
WMtttar 

16 Simians 

16 Retains 

17 Vest 

16 Mythomantec 

21 Arid tang — . 

22 Wards 
24 Can! 

s~ i - 

v comofnanou 

d 


30 tea pinnacle 
32 Generous 


36 

37 Bicy cl e parts 
36 Moccasin so. 
41 Forest onft 

45 Elen 

46 Morel nature of 
a group 

47 Net 

49 By Rseff 


61 Venerate 

62 5tupefy 

63 Equine 

64 Safeties 

65 One way to 
second base 

88 Reeeon 
67 Sought 
ambnlously 

69 Impetus 

70 Delineated 

71 Ptrii drink 

72 Arana 


60 Rooa 

51 Skier's deBght 
S3 Goes to bed 
64 Escaped 
55 Ate 


58 Phoney 
6D flesidancu 

62 He unit 

63 Lug 

66 Wtoospread 
66 Andaman 
68 Hit 


3. Able scamai mans lifeboat for drowning first male, swims alongside. 
4 P Touted life in fast lane not apt for s upera nnuated. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. S FOXABGOHOG LM1ACAZI AZ LTO XN L 

INATEZ S DSBB AT Z1LJE MHAJOZ COSTZ 
JNOSMOH FOOD ZIOSEZ. -By Connie Rosrafdd 

2. BWZO LSLFZAWF BOLLSFORWAD RIT “EN" 
ARUND, U P A L QEWSTW1XD SAL QLFPUWIX 
RFFLDD WQSL ZP ZOL QR1TWFRNNLT, 

—By Barbara J. Rugg 

3. TWXRLS BMSLWEIWO GLOO W R L A 
RLAABLE, KGWWX RLXLAW GWXN SMXLEJ 
JNNS N A S-T BOGLNEWS ZWANSXBZB. 

— By SaBy L. Murray 

4. AGE PYL LOST YEE1E SLOPS: Tl LTA OP 


GAPS, TIPOSYSIP. 


—By Leu Sherry 
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Aquino brushes aside 


■ 

Managua I Dukakis regains lead over 


renewed Honasan threat re J ects 


Jackson: with Wisconsin win 


MANILA (AP) — The fugitive leader of last 
August’s coup attempt vowed new attacks against 
the government, but President Corazon Aquino said 
Wednesday that mutineers lacked enough support to 
oust her. 


A statement attributed to for- 
mer Lieutenant-Colonel Gregor- 
io "Gringo 1 ' Honasan said his 
group is withdrawing its promise 
■to cease hostile acts against 
'Aquino. The group has promised 
cessation last November to give 
Aquino time to fulfill promises to 
improve the government that she 
made after the Aug. 28 coup 
attempt. 

‘it has become obvious by its 
own actions, that the Aquino 
administration is incapable of en- 
suring the very survival of this 
nan'^.i over the next few years. 
We have to act and act boldly,” 
the statement said. 

The statement was distributed 
Wednesday to news organisa- 
tions. Honasan escaped Saturday 
from a prison ship in Manila Bay, 
where he had been held since his 
arrest Dec. 9. 

Military spokesman Colonel 
Oscar Florendo said troops had 
found no trace of Honasan de- 
spite a nationwide search. 

Aquino told reporters Wednes- 
day her government had taken 
steps to rectify problems cited by 
Honasan during his abortive 
coup, in which at least 53 people 
were killed and hundreds 
wounded. 

“I think he will have to admit 
that the government had ade- 
quately answered already the 
legitimate grievances, and 1 think 
the Filipino people definitely will 
go against Honasan.” Aquino 
said. “He will not be able to get 
any support." 

Honasan's complaints included 
low military pay and lack of an 
effective strategy against Com- 


munist rebels. The coup attempt 
was the most serious of about six 
major bids to topple Aquino 
since she took office on Feb. 25, 
1986. 

Defence Secretary Fidel V. 
Ramos described the statement 
as “a call to violence” and said 
the author “must have a distorted 
sense of values.” Ramos said he 
had ordered the military to verify 
its authenticity. 

“The letter, as you know, 
threatens not only the govern- 
ment but the entire society,” 
Ramos told reporters. “I am very 
sure that our people will reject 
such an undertaking by anyone. 1 * 

Watchful waiting 

National Security Adviser 
Emmanuel Soriano also doubted 
Honasan could mount a serious 
coup attempt but said the govern- 
ment was in a state of “watchful 
waiting.” Aquino plans to go 
ahead with a visit next week to 
China and Hong Kong. 

In his statement. Honasan said 
he and others jailed in previous 
coup attempts bad been detained 
for months without formal 
charges or trial. 

He claimed the government 
was more concerned about pro- 
tecting the rights of jailed mem- 
bers of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines and its armed 
wing, the New People’s Army 
(NPA), rather than those of its 
own soldiers. 

“Apparently, this administra- 
tion has no intention of effecting 
genuine reconciliation in our 
fragmented society because of its 
inordinate fear of losing power to 
people whose only vision is to set 


a new direction toward good gov- 
ernment and a reformed” milit- 
ary, Honasan said. 

“To this day, after seven 
months, many officers and men 
implicated in the August 28 inci- 
dent are still detained without 

charges and without trial,” he 
added. 

“Their right to due process and 
speedy trial were completely dis- 
regarded by the Aquino adminis- 
tration despite its pretensions of 
being democratic and just, while 
affording the same rights ro cap- 
tured elements of the CPP (Phi- 
lippine Communist Party)-NPA, 
the real enemies of the people,” 
be said. 

No further comment 

During his press conference, 
Ramos also said there was no 
evidence foreigners were in- 
volved in Honasan's escape. Phi- 
lippine newspapers and some 
congressmen speculated the 
Americans may have played a 
role to pressure the government 
during current talks on the status 
of U.S. military bases in the 
Philippines. 

On Tuesday, opposition Sena- 
tor Juan Ponce Enrile, a former 
defence minister, called on 
Ramos and Chief of Staff Gener- 
al Renato de Villa to resign be- 
cause of “ineptitude” in allowing 
Honasan to escape. 

Honasan served as chief of 
security at the Defence Ministry 
when Enrile was defence chief. 
Enriie was fired Nov. 23, 1986, 
after the government thwarted a 
coup attempt by his followers. 

“I don't know whether this 
deserves further comment,'* 
Ramos said Wednesday of En- 
rile 's call. “We all know that Sen. 
Enrile, with due respect to him, 
had a great deal to do over a 
period of so many years in the 
forming of the character of Gre- 
gorio Honasan." 


PO TltTsl MILWAUKEE (R) - Mas- 

Vv/11 LJ. Li sacbusetts Governor Michael 

Dukakis is back in front of the 

sy -fYl O tl n O Democratic presidential race af- 

II d I IIIN ter solidly defeating dvil rights 

leader Jesse Jackson in the par- 
S APO A, Nicaragua (R) — Nicar- ty’s Wisconsin presidential prixn- 
agua rejected Tuesday demands ary Tuesday, 
by U.S.-backed contra rebels for With three-quarters of the vote 
unlimited freedom of movement counted, Dukakis held a 47 to 29 
and lodging in the hotel of their per cent lead over Jackson. Ten- 
choice during high-level ceasefire nessee senator Albert Gore had 
rallcs in Managua. 17 per cent and Illinois senator 

As separate negotiations on Paul Simon five per cent, 
technical aspects of a ' ceasefire Dukakis, who lost to Jackson 
got under way at this southern in Michigan party caucuses on 
border village, 150 kilometres March 26 and finished a poor 
south of Managua, the govern- third-place, in Illinois on March 
ment also rejected the rebels' 15. is hoping to follow up his 
proposal that the talks on a Wisconsin triumph with wins in 
permanent ceasefire take place in New York, Pennsylvania, and 
the capital on April 12 instead of Ohio on s u ccessive weeks starling 



U.S. security force lands 
in Panama after bomb scare 


PANAMA CITY (R) — A first 
group of U.S. military reinforce- 
ments landed in Panama on a 
mission “to protect American 
lives and property" Tuesday, 
hours after a bomb scare emptied 
the Canal Commission headquar- 
ters. 

Panamanian security forces 
sealed off roads to the adminis- 
tration building in what canal 
workers said was an attempt to 
disrupt a demonstration they 
were bolding against military 
strongman General Manuel 


Antonio Noriega. 

The Panamanian government 
has called the U-S. deployment a 
provocation, it says the United 
States is seeking a pretext to 
invade and oust Noriega, a" for- 
mer ally turned adversary. 

Nineteen men and three 
women wearing the red berets of 
the 16th Military Polic&Brigade’s 
Airborne Unit stepped off a GI41 

Starlighter transport plane at 
the Howard Air Base after a 
four-and-a-half hour flight from 
North Carolina. 


IRLD N 


. Suspected spy caught in the act 

LONDON (R) — A London art dealer facing espionage charges 
was in radio contact with a foreign power when police raided his 
north London home, a Central London magistrates court heard 
. Tuesday. Prosecution lawyer Michael Biddy told a remand 
hearing that Erwin Van Haarlem, who was charged Monday 
under Britain's Official Secrets Act, "was making direct contact 
by radio with a foreign power" when police arrested him 
'Saturday. “There are considerable inquiries still to take place,” 
■Biddy told the court, adding that police had found transmitting 
equipment and documents. 

Children demand repatriation to Pakistan 

DHAKA ( AP) — Nearly 2,000 children of the Pakistani nationals 
stranded in Bangladesh since 1971 marched through the streets of 
’ Dhaka Wednesday demanding they be sent home. The children, 
; aged 6 to 15, carried placards saying “We want to go to Pakistan, 
our land." and “We want to live like Pakistani nationals." All the 
1 children were bom after Bangladesh got independence from 
Pakistan in 1971. More than 500,000 Pakistanis were stranded in 
1 .'Bangladesh after the nine-month independence war and only half 
.'of them have since been repatriated. Islamabad says it is 
'committed to bringing its citizens back to Pakistan but is 
‘hampered by a lack of hinds. 

FBI warns anti-apartheid activists 

■ 

WASHINGTON {AP) — Anti-apartheid activists in the United 
" . States say they have been wanted by the FBI they might be 
. targeted by South African government hit teams. The warnings 
have taken on spedai importance in the face of last week's 
assassination in Paris of Dultie September, a representative of the 
African National Congress (ANC) which is fighting to topple the 
i white minority South African government, the activists say. The 
ANC blamed the South African government for Ms. September’s 
shooting death but South Africa denied the allegation. The 
Washington representative of the ANC, Dumi Matabani, said be 
was contacted last September by FBI agents who told they “had a 
strong suspicion that a South African hit squad” might be in the 
United States. “They said they would try and stop it, and told me 
to be careful," Matabani said. The FBI did not offer any 
protection but “they told me that if I was followed, I should take 
the car number and call them,” Matabani said. 

Dalai Lama says Britain ‘over cautious’ 

LONDON (R) — The Dalai Lama accused Britain Tuesday of 
being too cautious in its relations with China and said its policy 
towards Tibet was not always clear. The exiled 52-year-old 
spiritual leader of six million Tibetans told a London news 
conference on the second day of a private 12-day visit that Britain 
had a special relationship with his homeland. “Britain is more 
fully aware of the Tibetan situation than most (Western coun- 
tries),” tbe Dalai Lama said. But Britain’s position on Tibet was 
not as clear as it could be. be said, adding: “Sometimes it deals 
with China regarding Tibet, sometimes it deals directly with 
Tibet. Tbe Tibetan issue is something very sensitive to the-* 
government of the People’s Republic of China. The British 
government wants dose relations with the People’s Republic... so 
naturally sometimes it will seem cautious, but sometimes it will 
seem over cautious.” 


They were the first of a 1 30G- 
strong contingent of members of 
the military police, .airforce and 
marines, who were to arriveic 50 
flights between Tnesday and 
Thursday, along with 27 helicop- 
ters. U.S. officers said. 

“We are here to give security 
to American personnel and prop- 
erty," said Executive Officer Ma- 
jor Mary Maier as they strode 
across the tarmac weighed down 
with packs and clutching automa- 
tic weapons. Reporters were not 
allowed to talk to other per- 
sonnel. 

Four jeeps and a camouflagged 
station wagon also rolled out of 
the back of the plane. 

Maier declined to specify the 
troops' exact duties but said they 
would not patrol beyond U.S. 
and canal facilities. 

They would bolster the present 
U.S. force of 1,270 security per- 
sonnel and 10,000 other troops 
already in Panama as tension 
remained high over efforts by 
Washington and the Pan amani an 
opposition to oust Noriega. 


April 6. 

It suggested tbe meeting take 
place on April 9 or April 15. 

A ceasefire agreement signed 
here last month stipulated the 
talks begin in Managua Wednes- 
day. Bnt last Saturday, the con- 
tras, complaining of violations of 
the accord, said they would not 
attend until April 12. 

They also said they would 
name die sites in Managua for the 
negotiating sessions. 

Deputy Defence Minister Ma- 
jor General Jaoquin Cuadra 
Lacaya told a news conference 
after a round of separate talks 
with rebels here that their condi- 
tions distorted tbe accord signed 
in Sapoa last month. 

“The Sapoa accords ... do not 
call for a visit to Managua for a 
political campaign,” Cuadra said. 
“What the accords say is that in a 
high-level meeting in Managua a 
definitive ceasefire is to be dis- 
cussed.” 

The Sapoa meeting gathered 
technical experts from both sides 
in a converted customs house 
near the southern border with 
Costa Rica. 

Their task was to draw bound- 
aries for two special “ceasefire 
zones” required by the accord. 
Rebels were to move into the 
zones before gradually laying 
down their arms and returning to 
civilian life. 

Rebel leader Aristides Sanchez 
said Tuesday the contras were 
negotiating ceasefire zones with 
great care, not wanting to jeopar- 
dise their capacity to return to 
combat 

“If the Sapoa accords are not 
complied with ... They (the com- 
batants) must have the capacity 
to renew the war until democra- 
tisation of the country is 
achieved,” Sanchez told a news 
conference after three hours of 
talks here. 

Five other ceasefire zones were 
mapped out in talks among the 
same delegations here last week 
and the negotiations were ex- 
pected to continue Wednesday. 

Earlier, in a Miami news con- 
ference, rebel leaders said they 
would not attend the Managua 
talks at all if they were denied 
freedom to bold meetings with 
opposition groups. 

An April 2 letter to contra 
leaders from Deputy Foreign 


April 19. 

“Obviously, I'm delighted ai die 
results,” Dukakis said at a news 
conference in New York Gty. 

His margin surprised many 
political analysts. 

Friendly race 

Both men have vowed to avoid 
personal attacks on each other. 

“We have no interest in cutting 
each other up,” Dukakis told die 
Cable News Network television. 
“It can be a good race, a friendly 
race." 

Jackson told CBS Television 
that he was more concerned with 
defeating Vice-President George 
Bush, the certain Republican 
nominee, in the November gener- 
al election. 


-Michael Dukakis 

“Our competition is really not 
each other. It is George Bush and 
we're going to keep our eyes on 
the real prize.” 

In the Republican primary. 
Bush captured 85 per cent of the 
vote over former television 
evangelist Fat Robertson, his 
lone remaining rival, and senate 
Minority leader Robert Dole, 
who was on the ballot even 
though he quit the race last week. 

Final tallies were not available, 
bur Dukakis also picked up the 
biggest share of the 82 national 
convention delegates at stake in 
Wisconsin. Candidates need 
2,082 delegates to win the 
nomination at the Democratic 
Party convention in July. 

Before the Wisconsin voting, 
an ABC estimate showed Duka- 
kis with a 705-671 lead over Jack- 
son in the delegate race. 


Kennedy clashes with 
Belfast British soldier 


BELFAST (R) — U.S. Congress- 
man Joseph Kennedy exchanged 
angry words Tuesday with a Brit- 
ish soldier who abused him after 
searching his car during a fact- 
finding tour of predominantly 
Catholic West Belfast. 

- “Sod off,” the soldier told him 
after Kennedy protested against 
the search in one of the main 
troublespots of Britisb-ruled 
Northern Ireland. 

A heated exchange began 
when troops ordered a Catholic 
priest travelling with the Mas- 
sachussets congressman to get out 
of the car and open its boot. 

“You cannot do this to a 


priest,” said Kennedy, 35, step- 
ping out of the car. 

Witnesses said a soldier then 
grabbed Kennedy by the arms, 
prompting him to snap: ‘Take 
your hands off me." 

Kennedy, eldest son of assas- 
sinated Senator Robert Kennedy, 
continued to protest, shouting: 
“since when do you tell anybody 
what to do?" 

The soldier replied: “Get back 
ro your own country.” 

“You go back to yours,” Ken- 
nedy retorted.. 

‘I he British Army promised a 
full investigation Into the ex- 
change. 


■ 

Israelis accused in money 
scam plead innocent 


NEWARK, New Jersey (AP) — 
Two Israelis accused as the U.S. 
leaders of an international, multi- 
million-dollar money-laundering 
operation entered formal pleas of 
innocent Tuesday. 

A trial date for .Adi Tal and 
Nir Goldesbtein, both 27, was set 
for sometime in September by 
U.S. ‘District Judge John Bissell. 

The three were among 16 peo- 
ple — including a prominent Seat- 


Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco bad rabbi, two Colombians and 
said: “We consider counter-pro- ^ iree people in Israel — indicted 
ductive any kind of political activ- a grand jury in Newark on 
ity outside the framework and charges , r money laundering, 
objective of the Managua Authorities said the ring, 
meeting.” allegedly headed by Tal with 


Goldeshtein as his chief deputy, 
illegally deposited $350,000 to 
$400,000 a week by breaking it 
down into smaller amounts that 
would not have to be reported to 
the government. 

U.S. law requires bank transac- 
tions of more than $10,000 to be 
reported and prohibits breaking 
down transactions to evade the 
requirement. 

The total amount of money 
that allegedly was laundered by 
the ring exceeded $25 million. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Stuart J. 
Rabner: told Bissell Tuesday. 

Authorities have not identified 
tbe origin of the cash. 


Solid shot 

The contest now moves to New 
York, which chooses 255 dele- 
gates On April 19. 

Polls show Dukakis with a big 
lead there, a state that many 
political experts say will deride 
the Democratic race. 

But Jackson begins die New 
York contest with solid support 
among blacks who make up about 
25 per cent of the Democratic 
electorate. 

He won about 25 per cent of 
the white vote in Wisconsin and if 
he matches that performance in 
New York he has a solid shot at 
w inning the state contest. 

But he also faces opposition 
from much of the Jewish com- 
munity — which about matches 
New York’s black vote — be- 
cause of his sympathy for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and his 1984 cam- 
paign use of the ethnic slur 
“hymietown” to describe New 
York City. 

Gore, who has yet to show 
significant strength outside his 
native South, could uninten- 
tionally help Jackson in New 
York if he siphons a significant 
□umber of white votes from 
Dukakis. 

Despite his twin victories, 
Dukakis, said he expected no 
"knockout punch" in the slow 
struggle toward the nomination. 
“This is going to be a 15-round 
bout and it will by a decision... 
There’s no such thing as a knock- 
out punch.” 


Gandhi, 

Carlucci 

discuss 

security 

concerns 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi met U.S. 
Defence Secretary Frank C. Car- 
lucci Tuesday and conveyed Indi- 
a’s “serious concent about Pakis- 
tan’s nuclear {^gramme" and 
the continued supply of Amer- 
ican arms to the rival nation, 
reports said. 

The two leaders met for one 
hour and discussed a variety of 
issues, including the situation in 
Afghanistan, the United News of 
India (UNI) news agency re- 
ported. 

Gandhi expressed serious con- 
cern at . Pakistan's reported 
attempts to acquire a nuclear 
bomb, UNI said. 

American officials declined to 
make any statement on the meet- 
ing Tuesday. 

India says Pakistan is dose to 
making a nuclear bomb but Isla- 
mabad denies the charge. 

Gandhi also discussed with 
Carlucri the reported attempts by 
Pakistan to acquire v sophisti- 
cated U.S. niissiles even after the 
Soviet Union’s derision to poll 
out of Afghanistan, ■ UNI re- 
ported. 


Anti-smoking medals mark WHO’s 40th birthday 


By. Ronald Farqnhar 

Reuter 

GENEVA — The main interna- 
tional body entrusted with impro- 
ving the world's health is celeb- 
rating its 40th birthday by hand- 
ing out medals to anti -smoking 
campaigners. £ 

A Belgian cartoonist, Austra- 
lia’s Wimbledon tennis champion 
Pat Cash, two Tokyo taxi drivers, 
and European television persona- 
lities are among some 40 people 
receiving the awards from the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO), an official at its Geneva 
headquarters said. 

The 166-member agency of the 
United Nations, which has eradi- 
cated the sconrge of smallpox and 
is battling a world epidemic of tbe 
killer disease AIDS, has also 
taigetted the tobacco habit as a 
“major avoidable cause of ill 
health and early death." 

It estimates that about 2.5 mil- 
lion people die every year from 
diseases related to smoking or 
chewing tobacco — lung cancer, 
chronic bronchitis, emphysema 
and heart ailments. 

The organisation has banned 


awards is Belgian cartoonist 
Maurice de Bevere, known pro- 
fessionally as Morris, creator of a 
popular European comic strip 
cowboy character named Lucky 
Luke. 

Hard-bitten Luke always bad a 
cigarette hanging from his mouth 
until a few years ago when the 
cartoonist replaced it with a 
straw, because he said the cow- 
boy’s tobacco habit was a bad 
example for millions of youngs- 
ters who follow his adventures'. 

Tennis star Pat Cash will re- 
ceive his medal from WHO Direc- 
tor-General Dr. Half dan Mahler 
who will be in Adelaide, Austra- 
lia for an international health 
conference, a WHO official said. 

Cash took part in an anti- 
smoking spot on Australian tele- 
vision, and his picture appeared 
on a poster proclaiming “Smoking 

— No Way,” the official said.' 

Other Australian medallists are 
two journalists of the Melbourne 
Age newspaper, Graeme O’Neil 
and Fiona Harari, who wrote a 
series of articles that the WHO 
said contributed largely to adop- 
tion by the Victoria State Parlia- 
ment of legislation restricting 


smoking in its Geneva offices- tobacco promotion and adver- 
smee last year, and proclaimed tising. 


April 7 — the 40th anniversary of 
its foundation — as tbe worid’s 
first “No Tobacco Day.” 

Tobacco-free societies 
At ceremonies around the 
globe, WHO officials will present 
commemorative medals to people 
working outside the health sphere 
for “achievements worthy of in- 
ternational recognition in prom- 
oting the concept of tobacco-free 
societies.” 

Among laureates expected to 
come to Geneva to receive their 


Also receiving medals are: Ro- 
ger ZabeJ, host of a French early 
morning television show, who 
announced be was stopping 
smoking and asked viewers to do 
tbe same and Tokyo tax-driven 
Ryoichi Hirayama and Kotchi 
Yasui wbp successfully petitioned 
authorities to have their vehicles 
designated as smokefree “Clean 
Air Cabs," tbe WHO official 
S2Ud. 

No Tobacco Day 
In a “No Tobacco Day" mes- 


sage , WHO chief Mahler 
appealed to developing countries 
— which he said had become 
main sales targets of the world 
tobacco industry — to join a 
counter-attack against the habit 
now under way in the industrial- 
ised world. 

Mahler said 5.5 million people 
in Canada, 10 million in .Britain 
and 40 million in the United 
States bad already stopped 
smoking. 

The WHO was founded in 1948 
with the aim of raising health 
levels around the world. Mahler, 
a 64-year-old Dane who retires 
next July after 15 years in office, 
described it in an anniversary 
statement as the first “truly glob- 
al cooperative enterprise to pro- 
tect and promote human health.” 
But he acknowledged that there 
was still a wide gulf between 
“health haves and have-nots.” 

“Nearly 1,000 million' people 
are trapped in the vicious circle of 
poverty, malnutrition, disease 
and despair... average life expec- 
tancy fluctuates between over 70 
in some countries to barely 50 in 
others. 

“In most developing countries, 
from nearly 100 to more than 200 
out of 1.000 infants born alive die 
during their first year, although 
mdustrialised- -countries have suc- 
ceeded in bringing this rate down 
to between 10 and 20 and even 
less. 

“Women in most poor coun- 
tries have a 200 times greater risk 
Of dying during pregnancy and 
delivery than women in a rich 
country," Mahler said. 

Health For Ail 

In a bid to bridge this gap 
between affluent and impover- 


ished nations, the WHO in 1978 
set itself the goal of making 
essential health care accessible to 
everyone in the world by the year 
2000. 

The aims of this “Health For 
All" campaign include providing 
whole populations in developing 
countries with safe water, adequ- 
ate nutrition, suitable sanitary 
facilities, immunisation against 
preventable diseases such as 
diphtheria, tetanus and measles, 
supplies of essential drugs and 
maternal and child care. 

Smoking is amongst priority 
health problems the campaign 
attacks in industrialised societies, 
along with cancer, heart diseases, 
alcoholism and drug abuse. 

The WHO’s greatest triumph 
over disease has been eradication 
of smallpox, achieved in 1977 
after a 10-year battle. The illness 
used to kill two million people 
yearly. 

AIDS 

But tbe global spread of the 
deadly Acquired Immune De- 
ficiency Syndrome (AIDS) 
through rich and poor nations 
now confronts the organisation 
with what medical experts say is a 
potential threat to its “Health For 
Ail” objective, 

A total 85,273 cases of the 
disease, which kills by destroying 
the body’s natural defence sys- 
tems, had been officially reported 
to the WHGnfrom 137 countries 
by the end of March. 

But the WHO says this is only a 
fraction of the true worldwide 
total, which it estimates at appro- 
ximately 150,000. Between five 
and 10 million people may 
already be infected with the virus 
that causes the disease, and at 


least one million new cases of 
AIDS could develop by 1991, the 
WHO believes. 

Tbe disease, for which at pre- 
sent there is no known cure, is 
spread mainly through sexual 
contact and contaminated blood. 

Because it can be passed by an 
infected mother to .her unborn 
child, there is a risk of a rise in 
infant mortality rates in develop- 
ing countries that could cancel 
out who successes .in reducing 
child deaths from other diseases. 
Dr. Jonathan Mann, director of 
the organisation’s Global Prog- 
ramme to Combat AIDS, said. 

Relatively high costs of caring 
for AIDS patients in Third World 
countries could also diver: re- 
sources needed to improve prim- 
ary health care there. Dr. Mann 
told Reuters. 

On the other hand, he said 
aspects of the anti-AIDS cam- 
paign in developing nations such ' 
as educating people bow to avoid 
the disease, and building up 
medical laboratory facilities in 
effect strengthened the “Health 
For All” drive. 

Lagging financial contribu- 
tions, particularly by the United 
States because of congressional 
restraints, have forced tbe WHO 
to trim its working budget at 
present running at $633,980,000 
for 1988-89; and to cut back sotne 
programmes. 

But -these economies, have not 
affected the anti-AIDS cam-. 
paign, which is financed by volun- 
tary contributions and Jus re- 
ceived strong’ support from 15 . 
advanced states, Wlwfcig tbei ' 
United States^md the Soviet Un- 
ion. Its estimated costs in 1988 
are $66.2 million. 



Way to go, 

New York 

NEW YORK (R) — ■ One of 
America's toughest anti-smoking 
goes into effect in New York 
City Wednesday and some people 
expect an uncivil war to break out 
between smokers and non-smok- 
ers in offices and restaurants. 
Never tbe politest people at the 
best of times. New Yorkers seem 
spoiling for a fight over the law 
which bans smoking in indoor 
public places, department stores, 
taxis and divides offices and res- 
taurants into smoking and co- 
smoking areas. Tbe fight was on ■ 
before the bell even rang. One 
Manhattan woman says she has 
been putting the law into effect 
for weeks. “If I see someone 
smoking where they shouldn't, I 
have absolutely no intention of 
letting them get away with it, 
even if it. is still legal,” she ex- 
plained after slamming die door 
of an office cubicle where two 
smokers were indulging in their 
now socially unacceptable habit. 
The law depends on the public for 
enforcement as the city does not 
have enough inspectors to en- 
force the ban. Members of tbe 
public are expected to tell smok- 
ers to stub oat that bun and. if- 
that fails, report the violation. 
While individuals can be fined 
$50 for each offence, the severest 
fines are for businesses. 
Businesses that fail to comply can i . 
be fined $100 for the first offence, 
$200 for the second and $500 for 
the third and each subsequent 
offence. 

Naughty Americans 
warned 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of Americans caught in 
foreign drug busts jumped 22 per 
cent last year, tbe State Depart- 
ment reported in an effort to 
scare U.S. tourists out of taking . 
controlled substances mi overseas 
vacations. “As we approach tbe 
busy travel season, many Amer- 
icans are getting ready for that 
long-awaited trip abroad; for 
some, the trip will become a 
nightmare,” the department said 
Tuesday in a report to Congress. 
Police abroad seized 1,242 Araer- - 
ifiabs oh drug charges last year:, 
compared with 1,013 in 1986, the 
report said. The biggest increases 
in drug-related arrests of Amer- 
icans were in Mexico and 
Jamaica, where governments are 
under pressure from Washington 
to get tough on narcotics. Of the - 
3,041 Americans taken into cus- 
tody in foreign countries. 41 per 
cent were suspected of drug 
violations. “Americans have 
been arrested for possessing as 
little as a third of an ounce of 
marijuana," the report said. It 
added: "Those Americans who... 
assume there is no real danger in 
buying or carrying just a ‘small’ ■ 
amount of drugs on their overseas 
trip may be in for a very un- 
pleasant-surprise." 

Baby ‘Moses’ rescued 

NEWCASTLE, Sonth Africa 1 
(AP) — A baby, :Wrapped in • 
newspaper and sealed in a plastic. - 
trash bag, was rescued by two 
fishermen who heard him crying 
among the reeds near the shore, 
police said Tuesday. The baby, 
whom police called “Mdses," was 
in satisfactory condition at the - 
Newcastle Hospital in Natal pro- . 
vince. Officials were not sure of . 
his race, but police Lieutenant 
Pieter Van Straaten said he had a 
tight complexion, longish brown - 
hair, and could be Indian nr. 
mixed-race. Van Straaten said the 
air in the sealed trash bag had 
kept it afloat and saved the baby’s 
life. The infant had been, bom 
only about an hour before he was 
found and still had the umbilical - 
cord attached. Two white . men* 
Jan Bekker, 27 and' Anton Ven- 
ter, 19, were fishing along thd : 
Ncandu Rivet on the outskirts <rf • 
Newcastle when they saw the 
trash bag floating downstream ". 
Monday. They heard cries but 
thought they came from the. 
opposite river bank, the South ; 
African Press Association 
(SAPA) -reported. Then the bag 
got stuck in reeds on the opposite 
bank, about; 30 metres from the . - 
fishermen arid they .. pud . they . 
'heard the '.b'aby . crying. . Veil- ■ 

ter, a bank clerk with an artificial 

leg, took off his clothes and swam 
across the swiftly, flowing river, 
bpened^tfie-bag and found the 
baby, Van Straaten said. SAPA 
said. V^rter tied off the;umb0i& v. 
cord wtfr catgut arid cut n, then ' 
j- ^-men-roshed Mosano ffie 7 " 
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